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Affliction is a stormy deep 
Affliction's fiuled form draws nigh 
Approach, thou blessed of the L^rd 
At thy command, our dearest Lord . 
Awake, my soul, stretch every nenre 



Hymn 



Baptized into a Saviour's death 
Before Jehovah's awM throne . 
Behold, on Zion's heavenly shore 
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Behold, tbe mominff stm . 
Beyona the reign of sin and death 
Blest is the tie that binds . . 
Blest is the man whose tender care 
Blest is the man whose tender heart 
Brother, though from yonder sky 



Christians! brethren! ere we port. 
Come, weary sools, with sin distressed 
Come in, thou blessed of the Lord • • 

Dismiss us with thy blessing, Lord 
Drop the limpid waters now . 



Eat, drink, in memory of your friend 
£temal Source of life and light • 



Far from these scenes of night • 
Father of mercies, send thy grace 
From all that dwell below the tkiet 
From the table now retiring 



Go to the pillow of disease 
God is my strong salvation . 
Go when the morning shineth 
Ghreat is the Lord our God . 



Hail, love divine, joys ever new 
Hail to the Lord's Anointed . 
Happy, beyond description, he . 
Help us, O Lord, thy yoke to wear 
Herald of the Lord's salvation • 
Here in the broken bread . 
How pleasing is the scene, how sweet 
Howl)lest the sacred tie that binds 
How did my heart rejoice to hear 
How blest amid all blessings • 
How beautiful the sight • • 

Ifhighor low our station be • • 
I love thy church, O God . 



Jesus, I Idve thy charming namio 
Jesus, thou eternal Saviour • 
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ham, the Mend of«iiuui 

Let plenteous ^ce descend on time 
Let pure devotion rise . • • 
Lift aloud the voice of praise . 
Lo ! what a glorious sivht appeals 
Lord, BOW we part in thy blest mune 
Lord, dismiss us with tliv blessing 
Lord, we adore thy won(uous grace 
Lord, on thy Zion's wall 
Lord, lead the way the Saviour went 
Love divine, all love excelling . 

Now may he who from the dead 
Not with terror do we meet . • 



O for a closer walk with Grod 
O God, accept the sacred hour . 
O Gkxi of Zion, from thy throne 
O happy day that fixed my choice 
Our Heavenly Father caUs 
Our Heavenly Father, hear . 
O here, if ever, Grod of love 
O, sweet it is to loiow, to feel 
O the delights, the heaveidy joys 
On thy church. O Power Divme . 
O Zion, tune tny voice 



Pastor, thou art from us taken 
Planted in Christ, the living vine 
Prepare us. Lord, to view thy cross 



Saviour, thy law we love . 
Saviour, who thy flock art feedine 
See Israel's |;enne Shepherd stand 
Sovereign ofall the worlds on high 
Sweet is the friendly voice 
Sweet is the prayer whose holy stream 

Thanks for mercies. Lord, receive 
The Christian warrior, see him stand 
The Saviour gently calls 
There is a land mme eye hath seen 
lliere is an hour of peaceful rest 
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There is a world we have not seen 
This child we dedicate to thee . 
Thy name, Almighty Lord 
Thy life I read, my dearest Lord 

We hid thee welcome, in the name • • 
Were not the siDfol Mary's tears 
What shall we render, bounteous Lord 
What fflorious tidings do I hear 
When oefore thy throne we kneel . 
When Jesus, onr great Master, came 
When I surrey lira's varied scene . 
While thee I seek, protecting Power . 
Wlule through this changing world we roam 
Who is thy neighbor? he whom thou 
With sacred joy we lift onr eyes . • 
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GENERAL EPISTLE. 



The Merrimack River Mnisterud drcUy To aS who 
hve the Lord Jesus Christ, and sedt to extend the 
blessed influences of his holy ReUgion; and to all 
who pray to Hie VaioerMai Father y sayings ** Thy 
hngiom eomsy iky will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven,'^ grace and peace be multiplied untfi 
yout through a risen and exalted Redeemer, 

Beaely Beloved: - 

In submitting, for your consideration/ the 
following plan of church organization, differ- 
ing, as it does, in some important particulars, 
from the usual form, it seems proper to accom- 
pany it with a brief statement of its origin, and 
the objects and views of those who have been 
concerned in its production. 

The Merrimack River Ministerml Circle is 
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composed of seventeen Ministers of the XTni- 
▼ersalist denomination, who are settled pastors, 
having the care of societies and churches. 
The Circle meets monthly, for the mutual im- 
provement of its members, and for consultation 
upon the means best calculated to promote 
the interests of the cause of religion. In our 
private conversations, the following facts have 
appeared : 

1. As a general rule, our societies are or- 
ganized merely so far as to give them a legal 
existence, and enable them to hold property, 
and perform, according to law, the business 
necessary for the maintenance of public wor- 
ship. 

2. Connected with most of our societies, 
there are churches, having an organization 
about as meagre as can well be imagined, in 
any body claiming to have a corporate exist- 
ence. These churches meet, at stated periods, 
at the communion table, and for the reception 
of members, or the election of officers; anr 
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be^nd this, there is little that they attempt 
to do, 

3. While our societies are, for the most 
part, in a fiiourishiDg condition, so far as peca* 
niary support and attendance upon public 
worship are concerned, a general apathy pre- 
vails in regard to our churches ; many of our 
most active and zealous, as well as worthy 
and respectable men, not being, even nomi- 
nally, membeis thereof. 

4. Beyond the mere support of public wor- 
ship, there is little that either our societies or 
churches have attempted to perform; that 
object being attained by the former, the latter 
have few claims to present, for countenance 
or support. For this cause, it is apprehended, 
our churches languish, and are asleep — simply 
because they have nothing to do, or rather 
because they have never set themselves, unit- 
edly and systematically, about the great work 
that they ought to do. The fault is not so 
much in the men, as in the system of their 
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flifsttUBitioa. Oar chBrcfaeB are not ikoB 
languishing, inactive and neglected, becaufle 
of a general kck of zeal, or Christian benevo- 
lenee and charity, among our people. B«it 
they do next to nothing, for the siBS^^e reason 
liiat ^ir orgfanization does not propose to do 
anything ei importance, beyond what could be 
done by any society hariag a legal ezisience. 
The resnlt is, that the church is looked upon 
as an extra afi&ir altogether; a thing to bind 
men's consciences, ralher than engage their 
hearts and hands in works of charity and 
love. And so our people are content witii a 
mere membership in our societies, constituted 
according to law, and devoting their energies 
to ^ tsupport of public worship ; and if their 
souls are waxm with a desire to meliorate the 
condition of suifering humanity, they turn 
their backs open the church, as having no 
means or agencies by which they can labor 
efiicien%, and seek the manifestation of their 
spkrit through some one or more of the benet 



-c^nit iBStcliitieiifl<if^je4«iy; aad >&» xeeords 
of those institutions will skow ^lat, t)f all 
•dBnominatiaiis, in proportaon %o Its immbeis, 
•cfins contribtttea ino6t largely of xealous, ac- 
tive and efficient men. We would not let or 
hinikx any of ^lese institutions ki theix litbois 
4br human good; but we wouM make the 
duirch, what it cfu^ to be, not onlya teacker 
of tmth, but an example of good woiks, in all 
that is ^dilated to benelSt our emnmmi race. 
How £ur itke iaets abore noted tiie tree, in 
tk^r «i]^Iication to the Tarious portions of our 
Master's vineyard, others will -know for ikem- 
sehses. It sufficelk us to know that we have 
seen, and dee{4y felt Ikem, in our own "fields 
of labcnr, and that our earnest and anxious 
tkougkte and prayers hare been grren to the 
remedy. In our pmate xN^nversations upon 
the svdbject, the impression seemed general, 
that there was need of a mooire^firorot^h (Organ- 
ization, which should gire to the church a 

wider range of objects^ and greater iacilitiea 

2 
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for performing its works in a regular and sys- 
tematic manner* 

At the session of the Circle held at Haver- 
hill, in October, 1849, a resolution was offered 
by Rev. IJ. Clark, of Lowell, for a reference 
of this subject to a committee, with instruc* 
tions to report at the next meeting; where- 
upon, Revs. U. Clark, and I. D. Williamson, 
of Lowell, and C. W. Mellen, of Chelmsford, 
were appointed to the service. In November 
following, the committee reported at Tyngs- 
boro', setting forth the necessity of a move- 
ment in this direction, and the general objects 
and principles which should be kept in view. 
The matter was discussed, and laid over until 
the next meeting. In December, the Circle 
met at Chelmsford, took up the report, and, 
after mature deliberation, appointed Rev. I. 
D. Williamson, IJ. Clark, and A. R. Abbott, 
of Lowell, and Xi. C. Browne, of Nashua, and 
L. B. Mason, of Haverhill, a committee, witii 
instructions to draw up and report, at the next 
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meeting, a form of organization and church 
business, in accordance with the general prin- 
ciples already agreed upon. This committee 
reported in full, at Lowell, in January follow- 
ing, when the whole session of the Circle was 
devoted to the consideration of their report. 
It was laid over, and again taken up, at Low- 
ell, in February; and, after many alterations 
and amendments had been made, and sugges- 
tions of improvement offered, it was finally 
referred to Rev. L D. Williamson, as a com- 
mittee of one, with full power to alter and 
amend, revise and correct; and instructions 
to procure its publication. From the material 
thus put into the hands of the committee, this 
little work is constructed. Many alterations 
and amendments, and some additions, have 
been made ; and the whole was again submit- 
ted to the Circle, at Lowell, March 26th, 1850, 
and finally approved by a unanimous vote. 

Such is a brief history of the origin of this 
little work. It has been prepared solely with 
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nCweace to the wants, and for the nee of the 
miBistexs and churches, piesent, or repiceseat- 
ed by our Circle ; and if similar wants shall 
lead any of our friends abroad to its adoption, 
they will, of course, adopt it, and our only 
reward will be in the hope, or assurance, that 
it wiU be blessed to the upbuilding of our 
ZIon. 

It is believed that Chjistianity reveals die 
great principles wpoa which the church shoidd 
he founded, the work that it has to perform, 
atid the &n€ spurit that should pervade it, and 
idl human institutions ; but the precise form 
of its body, or the specific detail of its out- 
ward organization, it does not furnish. The 
reason is, that this outward form must, of 
neeefisity, change, as human society improves ; 
and &e means and agencies by which the 
church works, must always be adapted to 
surrounding institutions, kws, manners wad 
customs. To leave the church without an^ 
oiigaBixatioo, would be to leave it weak ao< 
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fovrntsea; and to give it a farm that may 
not dbange, would be, to fix it immovably 
in one spot, so that it would be sure to be 
outgiown and abandoned, unless, indeed, it 
could stop the march of liuman improyement, 
and biing the world to a dead pause. For 
this reason, our Saviour gave no fixed and 
specific form for the outward construction of 
the body of the church, or for the visible 
agencies which it should e|^loy. He gave 
us an example, by using such agencies and 
means as were furnished by the age in which 
he lived; and had he lived in another age, 
or in another country, there is no doubt 
that he would have done the same. In our 
day, he would doubtless have emjdoyed the 
printing press for the promulgation of his 
truth; he would have spoken in churches, 
mther than in synagc^es and upon the 
mountain tops, and would have travelled in 
a steam-ship or a railroad car, mther than 

to sail in a frail boat or ride upon an ass. 

2* 
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Ami m foi tH lu3 ramms of Bocefli f» A9 
aundff «irf heariB of Ibe petple; Ik^y wovld 
liaTe becB sach «s tbe state of Mdety fiii<* 
■ishn, md i^sAes ne c e «M r y uid effioaent 

Thvs mudi will sufliee to dww, diat die 
pKient sttempt to oiganize a cfauich, whidi 
ahidl avail itself of the fiicilities of <iie age and 
imtitatioDS under which we live, is no saeii* 
legioas «ffi>rt to lemoye any solid landmark, 
or snpeisede any form of Divine ai^intmeitf. 
ft is, on the contrary, a legitimate and tmo 
work, sanctioned by the princi|^ of o«ir holy 
loligion, and called fo^, as wo conceive, by 
the necessities of the case. It is believed that 
our churches are snfiering, not so much from 
a wrong or vicious organisation, as from the 
want of anything that gives them the Beeem- 
Uance of united and compact bodies, having a 
great object in view, and devoting their enogies 
systematically to its accomfdishment They 
have a faith replete with all ih» influences ol 
heaven's love ; and hearts they have, beating 
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in emf imkation, witk a wide uid godlilw 
beoerolence ; Intt, as Ckwcket^ diey hana qq 
hands with which to woik, nor are dieir ahr 
jects snfficioitly de&ule and imjMirtant to 
eouunand the attention of the woskl* 

They admit, as all must admit, that Chsia^ 
tians ought to he a band of brothers, and that 
they are bound, not only to contend earnestly 
for the faith, but also to sympathize with, and 
aid one another in seasons of want, sickBess, 
misfortune, of sorrow; yet their hosts aie 
neither marshalled or disciplined to this ser* 
vice, nor are these ends contemplated directly, 
m what little of organization they possess* 
On the contrary, these imperative and admit- 
ted duties, though binding upon individuals, 
are held as having slight claims upon the body 
corporate, and are leh to be performed by 
&agmentary efibrts: and the sesult is, that 
what is the business of everybody is well dona 
by nobody; and thus the disposition and tha 
ly which, piopevly direetod, would ckAe 
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our churches in most beautiful garments of 
praise, either lie dormant and inactive, or are 
turned into other channels. 

Why should not these great duties be made 
a direct object in our church compacts ? And 
why should they not be systematized, and 
provided for in regular order and form, as 
well as anything else ? The truth is, we do 
nothing well, or efficiently, that we do not sys- 
tematically and habitually. And how can it 
be expected that these highest and holiest 
duties of our religion will be done promptly, 
and in the best manner, if they are left to be 
done by any one, or no one, as time and 
chance may determine ? 

The leading feature of the age is to aug- 
ment power by combined and associated ac- 
tion; and if the church has not, the world 
has seen that this great principle could be 
most advantageously applied to cementing the 
bonds of human brotherhood, and to the me- 
lioration of the condition of our race. Hence, 
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the c^socktioiM to whicli we have bef<»e al- 
lucled. They form and stKengtben ties of 
unioQ between vast bodies of men ; they tIs^ 
the sick, take care of them, watch with themi 
aad provide for th^aa ia their days of suffer- 
ing; they bury all their dead, relieve their 
widows, and take care of their thousands of 
orphans, and» in all these things, have immea?? 
urably outstripped our chDrches. Oflf-shoot? 
they may be, from the churche3 ; yet, have they 
out-grown the parent stock. The only secrqit 
of their success is in th^r thorough organiza- 
tion, and in the facility with which they briqg 
the principle of combined action to bear upon 
their proposed objects* The thing to be dojtif. 
is not left as a mere matter of admitted duty« 
to be done l^ any one, or no one ; but the timQ 
when, and the man to do it, are all provided 
for by regular and systematic rules, and tbe 
result is, that it is done ; whereai?, if it wei^ 
left to the unsystematized eflforts of individu*F 
als, the probability is, it would be left Wftdoia^* 
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We would not bring the church down to a 
mere association for mutual aid ; but we would 
have her avail herself of the light of the age, 
and devote herself to her appropriate duties, 
in the best and most efficient manner. If the 
children of this world have, in the matter of 
organized effort, become wiser than the chil- 
dren of light, there is no good reason why 
the latter may not learn wisdom of the former; 
and if the associations to which we have 
alluded shall have the tendency to provoke 
our churches to good works, it will not be 
the least among their beneficent influences. 
But, if our churches, in a blind and bigoted 
adherence to the past, shall stand and look 
on as idle spectators, or leave their isolated 
miembers to run the race of benevolence, with 
the well organized, trained, and disciplined 
institutions of the age, it is easy to see who 
will win the prize, and who will be distanced 
in the race. And they wiU have no just 
cause of complaint if those who should be their 
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members, enlist in other bands, and labor un- 
der other banners. 

Already have they lost their hold upon the 
a£fections and the confidence of the world, 
and suffered the impression to go abroad, that, 
as agents of human benefaction, they are com- 
paratively powerless. Would they recall their 
alienated sons and daughters — they must gath- 
er up all their spirit of benevolence, and give 
it a work to do, and provide the means and 
agencies for its accomplishment. They must 
avail themselves of all the discoveries of 
science, and especially of all the light that 
shines upon the subject of social architecture, 
and devote all these, not merely to the propa- 
gation of a form of faith, but also to the 
interests of that pure and undefiled religion, 
which bends with sympathy over the suffer- 
ings of the wounded brother by the way-side, 
and seeks its purest manifestations in visiting 
the widows and the fatherless in their afflic- 
tions. Unless they do this, they must be 
comparatively powerless; and though theit 
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iNidies wiU be bttt paling 
infants, when they ought lo be mi^ty meti, 
and Tabant for God. 

With those who hate engttged in this tnove- 
ment, the conyictie«i is strong, that the time 
has come when the people of oar denomina- 
tion should come out from their scattered 
'WandeiingB in the wilderness, and embody 
thems^es in a thorough organi:&tion, that 
they may perform their works of love efficient- 
ly and systematically. It is not pretended 
that the present efifort ofiers anything like a 
perfect organization, which shall bring back 
the days of Apostolic parity, so that none 
who name the name of Christ, shall lack any- 
thing of worldly comforts. But it is a step 
m advance, an approximation, however small, 
to a system in which every timber shall be 
fitly framed, and every joint thoroughly. com- 
pacted, so that the whole building shall be a 
glorious temple unto the Lord. 

The order of business and forms of teli- 
gious services are given, without ihe least 



4e9ii^ to dictate to otbers, or lo nendet them 
obligatory ^poi^ ^ny oo^. They are intended 
for ottr own use, as occasion or eoftyenience 
auty require. It is bdieved that their general 
use would add much to the intereet of our 
diurc^ meetings; that it would materially 
feicijitate the dei^tch of buftiaess, and aid in 
^curing regularity and system in our delib^ 
eiations; tiiat it would be of essential ser- 
vice to onar Pastors, particularly those who are 
young, and inexperienced in the duties of 
their office ; and, finally, that it would promote 
tibe mterests of true piety, by enalding the 
members, or officers, to proceed in order, and 
to edi^cation, when no Pastor should be pres- 
ent. If any «f our brethren shaU be like- 
minded wi^ us, in this particular, they will, 
of course, govern diemselves accordingly ; if 
otherwise, Aey will do ^e same; but the 
original object for which this work was pre- 
pared wi]l be answered, if it meets the wants 
of our own Circle. 

3 
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With these views and aims, and not with- 
out deep solicitude for the result, this attempt 
to promote the interests of our beloved Zion 
is submitted to " the brethren of like precious 
iaith," and to the world, with the devout 
prayer that it may be the instrument of some 
good to the cause of our blessed Redeemer, 
and of calling down upon many branches of 
the church universal that richest of all earthly 
benedictions, the blessing of the widow and 
the fatherless, and of him that was ready to 
perish. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you now and evermore. 

L. G. Browne, L. B. Mason, 

B. M. TiLLOTsoN, Chas. Woodhousb, 
XT. Clark, T. Barron, 

I. D. Williamson, Geo. H. Clark, 

A. R. Abbott, B. Smith, 

Geo. Hastings, A. A. Thaybr, 

V. Lincoln, Geo. Hill, 

C. W. Mellen, £. Case, Jr., 

Wm. Hooper. 



PLAN OF ORGANIZATION FOR A 

CHURCH. 

We, whose names are hereunto an- 
nexed, believing in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and being desirous of securing to 
ourselves, and our fellow-men, the advan- 
tages of an efficient Christian organiza- 
tion, have, and do hereby form ourselves 
into a religious body, to be known by 
the name of the 
Church, in 

That our position among the various 
branches of the Christian Church may 
be distinctly known, we have united in 
the declaration, and enacted the Consti- 
tution and Laws, which follow ; and by 
them we agree to be governed in our 
relations with this Church, and in our 
doings as members thereof. 



1 
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DECLARATION. 

1. We declare and say, That we 
belieye in one only living and true God, 
who is revealed in Jesus Christ, by the 
Holy Spirit of divine gtace and truth. 

2. We believe in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament, as containing a 
special revelation of God, and of the duty, 
interests and destiny, of man. 

3. We claim to ourselves the right to 
interpret the Scriptures in the fear of God, 
and according to the light he has given 
us, and we accord to all others the same 
right; yet we declare a belief in the Scrip- 
tures, as the divinely given and authori- 
tative standard of faith and practice, to 
be essential to the fellowship of this 
Church. 

4. We disdaim all authority over the 
consciences of men, and disavow all right 
to deal with the erring or offending, by 
other means than admonition, suspen- 
sion, or withdrawal of the fellowship of 
the Church. 
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6. We declare, that the objects of this 
Church are, The cultivation of ''fiBUth, 
hope, and charity," in our own hearts, the 
diffusion of gospel Ught and truth among 
our fellows, and the systematic appUca* 
tion of the fruits of Christian love and 
duty to all men, and ^^ especially to the 
household of faith." 



CONSTITUTION AND LAWS. 
ARTICI4E: I. 

OF MEMBERSHIP. 

1. This Church shall consist of per- 
sons who have arrived at years of discre- 
tion, and who shall have applied for, and 
received its fellowship, as hereinafter 
provided. 

2. Any person wishing to become a 
member of this Church, must make appli- 
cation, either in person, or through some 
member, at a regular meeting. 

3. The application so made shall be 
referred to the Elders, who shall report 
at the next regular meeting, or at a spe- 

3* 
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eifil tneetiag, which may be caDed far 
tJbAt purpose. 

4. If the repc»rt be advene to the 
admission of the applicant, no further 
action cball foe had in the case ; nor shall 
another application from the same person 
be entertained, for the speu^e of three 
months. If the report be favorable, the 
question shall be taken by ballot, and a 
vote of two thirds of the members pres- 
ent shall be necessary to an election. 

5. The vote of the Church having 
been given in favor of any person, he or 
die shall sign the declaration and consti- 
tutiiHi, and shall be admitted in form and 
manner as prescribed in the Book of 
Forms. 

ARTICI^B II. 

PRIVILEGES AND DUTIES OF MEMBERS. 

I. Every member of this Church 
shall be held in duty bound to give at- 
tendance at public worship, and also at 
the regular meetings of the Church, un- 
less necessttHrily prevented, and a wUftil 
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Mglect of iUitj, in this ras^peet, idnll 1» 
dadmed (sufficient erase for oonqpiaiuS, 
and, if persisted in, for ^asfttwaooL or dia* 
fellowship. 

S. Every member shall be bound to 
attend to all notices to lelieTe tke dis- 
tressed, or take care of the sick, eitheir in 
person or by substitute ; and a failure in 
this respect, without sufficient Teason, 
diall be an offence liable to discipline. 

3. The members of this Church shall 
be held in duty botind to attoid the 
funeral of a deceased brother, ot sister, if 
within convenient distance. 

4. It shall be the duty of any member, 
who knows of a brother or sister who is 
i»ck, or in need of assistance, to report 
the same at the first regular meeting, or, 
in the recess, to the Deacons. 

5. Any member shall have the privi- 
lege of withdrawing from the Church, 
at any regular meeting, on application, 
provided there are no charges standing 
against such member, and no objections 
shall be made at die thne ; and the retir- 
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ing member shall be entitled to a letter 
of dismission, in form as prescribed in the 
Book of Forms. 

6. If objections shall be made, the 
reasons shall be distinctly stated, and the 
question shall be decided by a two thirds 
vote. 

7. Any member, in good standing, 
wishing to travel, shall be entitled to 
receive from the clerk, on appUcation, a 
certificate of membership, and letter of 
recommendation, as prescribed in the 
Book of Fonns. 

ARTICI4E: III. 

OF CONTRISnTIONS AND CHABITIES. 

1. Every member shall be in duty 
bound to contribute to the funds of the 
Church, according to his or her abiUty, 

2. Members, on admission, shall be 
required to cause their names to be regis- 
tered in a book kept by the clerk, for that 
purpose, and shall set opposite their 
names the amount of the monthly con- 
tribution which they are willing to pay; 
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wiucfa sum shall be punctually paid at 
each regular meeting of the Church. 
Provided, however, that the amount may- 
be altered at pleasure, by ooe month's 
notice to the clerk, to that effect. 

3. The members of this Church shall 
be entitled to the sympathy, aid, and care 
of their brethren and sisters, in times of 
sickness, misfortune, and affliction^ and 
also to such pecuniary aid, from the 
funds of the Church, as the Deacons may 
de^n necessary, and the finances per^ 
mit. 

4. When a member shall have been 
reported sick, or in distress^ it shall be 
the duty of the Deacons to visit such sick 
or distressed brother, or sister, to inquire 
into their wants, and administer such 
relief as they may deem to be called for 
by the necessities of the case; and to 
draw upon the Steward for the money 
so expended. 

5. If a sick member shall need watch- 
ers, the Deacons shall notify the members 
of the Church, or, in case of contagion or 
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other necessity, procure suitable persons 
to attend in that capacity. 

6. On the death of a member, the 
Deacons shall, if requested by the family 
or friends, take charge of the funeral; and 
may appropriate such sum of money 
towards the expense thereof, as they may 
consider necessary, under the circum- 
stances. 

7. The widows and orphans of de- 
ceased members, also the aged and infirm, 
shall be entitled to the special care of the 
Church, and shall receive, from time to 
time, such aid as the Church may be able 
to bestow. 

8. If any member shall die, and leave 
orphans of a tender age, they may, at the 
request of the surviving relations, be 
taken in charge by the Elders, who shall 
see that they are provided for, and report 
their condition and prospects at each 
regular meeting of the Church. 
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ARTICIiE TV. 

OF DISCIPLINE AND TRIALS. 

1. No member shall be convicted of 
any offence involving penalty, without 
having a fair opportunity to be heard in 
self-defence. 

2. No complaint or charge against a 
member shall be entertained, until the 
party making it shall have complied with 
the directions of the Saviour, in Matthew 
xviii. 15, 16, 17. Nor shall any com- 
plaint be in order, if founded upon a mat* 
ter concerning which the complainant 
has appealed to the civil law for redress. 

3. Charges or complaints must be 
made in writing, and shall be referred to 
the Elders, who shall take immediate 
action thereon, as provided in Sec. 4 of 
this article. 

4. The Elders shall notify the parties 
concerned to appear at such time and 
place as they may appoint, for settlement 
of the difficulty; and if either shall fail to 
attend, without offering a valid excuse, 
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the investigation may be proceeded with 
as if both parties were present. 

6. Should the Elders fail of procuring 
a reconciliation of the parties, they shall 
proceed to an investigation of the facts, 
givmg each party ample opportunity to 
be heard; and shall report the facts, to- 
gether with their decision, to the Church, 
at the earliest possible date, giving each 
party due notice of the time when such 
report shall be made. 

6. When a report of the Elders, in a 
case of discipline, shall have been made, 
the question shall be stated thus : "Shall 
the decision of the elders stand as the 
judgment of the Church?" Upon that 
question each party shall be entitled to 
be heard; but no new evidence shall be 
introduced, and the decisicm of the ques- 
tion, by a vote of two thirds, shall be final 
and conclusive, and any party refusing to 
abide by such decision shall be disfellow- 
shipped. 

7. If any officer shall refuse or neglect 
to attend to the duties of his office, for 
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tfarae consecutive meetings of the Church, 
without rendering a satisfactory excuse, 
said office may be declared vacant, and 
filled by another. 

8. If any member of this Church shall 
be guilty of profanity, intemperance, or a 
criminal offence againi^t the laws of the 
land, or other unchristian conduct, such 
member, on conviction thereof, may be 
reprimanded, suspended, or disfellowship- 
ped, at the option of the Church. 

9. In case of difficulty between this 
Church and its Pastor, or between this 
and any sister Church, the matter shall 
be referred to a mutual council, to be 
chosen, one by each party, and the third 
by the two thus chosen, and their decis- 
ion in the premises shall be final and 
conclusive; provided, nevertheless, that 
when this Church shall have united with 
sister Churches in an association or 
union, either party may have the privi- 
lege of an appeal to such union or associ- 
ation, subject to such regulations as may 

be provided. 

4 
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10. No officer of this Church shall be 
deposed from office, while he attends to 
its duties, without specific charges made 
aad sustained by a vote of two thirds of 
the members present, at any regular 
meeting. 

ARTICI^B V. 

OF CHURCH MEETINGS. 

1. The regular meetings of this 
Church shall be held on the 

day of every month, at 
such hour and place as may have been 
appointed at a previous meeting; and the 
meeting for the month of 
shall be called the annual meeting. 

2. The meetings of this Church shall 
be opened and closed, and the business 
performed, as provided in the Book of 
Forms, and members shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum. 

3. The Lord's Supper shall be admin- 
istered at such times as the Church may 
appoint. 

4. The dedication, or baptism of chil- 
dren, and reception of members, shall be 
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performed as laid down in the Book of. 
Forms, and at the regular meetings of 
the Church, unless otherwise ordered. 

5. In case of the absence of the Pas- 
tor, the senior Elder present, or, in his 
absence, the senior Deacon, shall preside 
in the meetings of the Church; and in 
their absence, the Steward or Clerk may 

preside. 

6. At each annual meeting the officers 

of this Church shall make full report of 
their doings for the year. 

7. Should the funds of this Church, at 
any time, be exhausted, a contribution 
shall be taken up, or an assessment made 
upon each member, on such basis as the 
Church may direct, for the purpose of 
meeting the deficiency; and no funds 
shall be expended except for the neces- 
sary current expenses of the Church, the 
support of the Gospel, and the relief of 
the poor, the sick and distressed, or the 
burial of the dead. 
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ARTICLE TI. 

OF RELATIONS TO OTHER CHURCHES. 

This Church will unite with other 
Churches in the formation of an union 
or association, for the interchange of bene- 
fitsj and the promotion of a imiformity of 
discipline, and concentration of effort: 
and when such compact shall have been 
entered into, its provisions shall have the 
same binding effect, as if they were here 
inserted, as a part and parcel of this Con- 
stitution. 

ARTICLES Til. 

OF OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES. 

1. The officers of this Church shall 
be a Pastor, Elders, Deacons, 
a Clerk, and Steward. 

2. The Pastor shall be elected perma- 
nently, txid by a vote of at least two 
thirds of all thfe members of the Church; 
and the c6nliection between this Church 
and its Pastor, regularly installed, shall 
not be dissolved, without the consent of 
a mutual council ; or of the Association, 
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or of a committee of the Association, to 
which the Church may belong. 

3. The Elders and Deacons shall be 
elected indefinitely, and by a majority of 
votes. 

4. The Clerk and Steward shall be 
elected for one year; and all elections 
shall be by ballot. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Pastor to 
preside in all meetings of the Church; to 
preserve order therein; to put and declare 
the decision of all questions, except such 
as may affect him personally; officiate at 
the communion, reception of members, 
and baptism or dedication of children, 
and to have a general oversight of all the 
affairs of the Church, recommending, 
from time to time, such measures as he 
may deem important or conducive to its 
interests, and to perform all other duties 
connected with his office. He shall be 
the confidential counsellor and adviser of 
the Elders and Deacons, and shall assist 
them in their duties; and, in the meetings 

of the Church, shall have a casting 

4* 
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tote, in case of a tie. He shall report to 
the Clerk all deaths, marriages, atid dedi- 
cations or baptisms of children, at which 
he may officiate ; and labor assiduously 
to instruct the Church in the principles 
and practice of the teligion of Christ. 

6. It shall be the duty of the Elders 
to have a general superintendence of the 
affairs of the Church, and to take charge 
of its orphans, if any shall be left to its 
care; and to assist the Pastor in his 
duties, by their coimsel and advice. 
They shall be a committee to investigate 
and report on all applications for member- 
ship, and all cases of difficulty between 
members ; and perform such other duties 
as are connected with their office. 

7. The Deacons shall have charge of 
the finances of the Church. They shall 
investigate all applications for relief, and 
administer the same according to their 
judgments. They shall attend to the sick, 
and see that they are properly cared for; 
and also to the burial of the dead, when 
requested. They shall audit all bills and 
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AC<5duiit8, imd no money can be drawn 
from the tieasiuy without Hmr order. 
They shall provide for ibe table, and 
assist at commmiion, and make provision 
also for the comfort and convenience of 
the Church at its meetings, and have the 
general management of all its financial 
affairs, and report their doings as required 
in this Constitution. 

8. The Clerk shall keep a fair and im- 
partial record of the proceedings of the 
Church, and exhibit the same when called 
for. He shall keep an account of all ad- 
missions of members, dedications or bap- 
tisms of children, marriages and deaths 
of members, to be furnished him by the 
Pastor. He shall keep the accounts be- 
tween this Church and its members, and 
shall collect and receive all moneys due 
the Church, pay it over to the Steward, 
and take his receipt therefor. He shall 
make out and sign all certificates and 
documents, notify all meetings, conduct 
the correspondence of the Church, and 
perform such other duties as may be 
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required of him; and shall make report 
as required in this Constitution. 

9. The Steward shall have the custody 
of the effects and funds of the Church, 
and shall be its Treasurer. He shall 
receive all moneys from the Clerk, giving 
his receipt therefor, and shall pay them 
out on the order of the Deacons. He 
shall keep a regular account of his receipts 
and disbursements, and shall report the 
amount of money in the Treasury, at 
each meeting of the Church ; and make 
such other reports as may be called for. 
His books shall at all times be open to 
the inspection of the members of the 
Church; and he shall not, at any time, 
use the funds of the Church in his busi- 
ness, or pay them out of his hands, except 
for purposes duly authorized; but shall 
be ready, at any moment, to meet all 
drafts made upon him, to the extent of 
the financial abiUty of the Church. 
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ARTICI^E Till. 

OF AiMENDMENTS. 

1. No alteration or amendment shall 
be made to this Constitution, except by a 
proposition in writing, which shall be 
presented and read at tliree consecutive 
meetings of the Church; nor then, with- 
out the vote of two thirds of the members 
present. 

2. So soon as this Church shall have 
united in an association with sister 
Churches, the consent of the said union, 
or association, shall be necessary to ren- 
der any alteration or amendment valid. 



FORM OF A CERTIFICATE OF DISMISSION. 

This certifies to all whom it may con- 
cern. That was 
admitted to membership in the 

Church, at in 

the State of on the 

day of 
18 y and has remained a member, in 
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good Standing, until this day, and now 
honorably withdraws. We therefore 
commend as being worthy of Chris- 

tian confidence and fellowship. 

Done by order of the Church, this 

day of 
A. D. 18 , at 

Clerk. 

FORM OP A LETTER OP RECOMMENDATION. 

This may certify to all whom it may 
concern, That 

is a member, in good standing, of the 

Church in 
in the State of 
and as such, is commended to the confi- 
dence and Christian regard of all persons 
with whom may have to do. This 

letter remains in force for the space of 



Done at 




by order of 


the Church, this 




day 


of 


18 


1 



Clerk. 



BOOK OF FORMS. 



FORM FOR CHURCH MEETINGS. 

Pastor. — Beloved Brethren: The Ho- 
ly Scriptures admonish us not to forsake 
the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is, but to exhort one 
another. God has spared us, until the 
present time, and permitted us to meet 
for mutual edification and comfort, and 
for the transaction of business that relates 
to the interests of the cause of the blessed 
Saviour. You will give devout attention 
to the Divine word, which was given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and 
for instruction in righteousness, that we 
may be thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works. 
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[ Tlie Pastor may read the ^^dle of the fdAow- 
mg, or the people may respond.] 



SCRIPTURE LESSON I. 

Pastor. — O, come, let us sing unto 
the Lord. 

Response. — Let us make a joyful 
noise to the Rock of our salvation. 

P. — Let us come before his presence 
with thanksgiving ; 

R. — And make a joyful noise unto 
him with Psalms. 

P. — For the Lord is a great God, 

R. — And a great King above all 
gods. 

P. — In his hand are the deep places 
of the earth. 

R. — The strength of the hills is his 
also. 

P. — The sea is his, and he made it. 

R. — And his hands, formed the dry 
land. 

P. — O, come, let us worship and bow 
down. 
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R. — Let UB kneel before the Lord, our 
Maker ; 

P. — For he is our God, 

R. —And we are the people of his pas- 
ture, and the sheep of his hand. 

P. — To-day, if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts, as in the day of 
provocation, and as in the day of tempta- 
tion in the wilderness ; when your fath- 
ers tempted me, proved me, and saw my 
work. Yea, they turned back, and 
tempted God, and limited the Holy One 
of Israel. For their heart was not right 
with him, neither were they steadfast in 
his covenant. But he, being full of com- 
passion, forgave their iniquity, and de- 
stroyed them not; yea, many a time 
turned he his anger away, and did not 
stir up all his wrath. For he remembered 
that they were but flesh; a wind that 
passeth away and cometh not again. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger, and plenteous in mercy. He 
will not always chide, neither will he 
keep his anger forever. 
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No man can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love the 
other ; or else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. Te cannot serve Grod 
and manmion. Therefore I say unto 
you, take no thought for your life, what 
ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, nor 
yet for your hody, what ye shall put on. 
Is not the life more than meat, and the 
body than raiment? Behold the fowls 
of the air ; for they sow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into bams ; yet, 
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 
ye not much better than they? 

And who is he that will harm you, if 
ye be followers of that which is good? 
But, if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, 
happy are ye ; and be not afraid of their 
terror, neither be troubled. But sanctify 
the Lord God in your hearts, and be 
ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh a reason for the hope 
that is in you, with meekness and fear ; 
having a good conscience, that whereas 
they speak evil of you, as of evil doers. 
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they may be ashamed, that falsely accuse 
your good conversation in Christ. And 
above all things have fervent charity 
among yourselves ; for charity covereth a 
multitude of sins. 

HYMN. 

PRATER I. 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father ! 
wilt thou enable us to come before thee 
in humility of spirit, feeling our weak- 
ness, acknowledging our frailty and de- 
pendence, and praying for the pardon 
of all our sins. We beseech thee, O 
Lord, have regard unto the prayer of thy 
servants here assembled. Assist us in 
every endeavor to conform our lives more 
perfectly to the spirit of the blessed 
Saviour. May we strive more and more 
to imitate his example ; and may it be 
our meat and drink to do thy holy will. 
We implore thy wisdom to direct, and 
thy blessing to attend us, in all our labors 
for the promotion of the Redeemer's 
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cause and kingdom, and in the discharge 
of all the duties of our Christian pro- 
fession — especially, in all our efforts for 
the relief of the sufferings and sorrows of 
our brethren. May we remember con- 
tinually, that we are but stewards in thy 
household, and that we may not waste 
in idleness and luxury those blessings 
wherewith we might gladden the hearts 
of the poor, the sick, or the afflicted. 

Most Merciful Father ! we give thee 
humble thanks, that the light of thy truth 
has hitherto shone upon us, strengthening 
us for the duties and labors to which thou 
hast appointed us; defending us in the 
hour of temptation, and sustaining us in 
all the trials through which we have 
been called to pass. O Lord, may that 
blessed light still be with us, for our 
guidance and support ; and if, in the dis- 
pensation of thy providence, we should 
be called to pass through the furnace of 
affliction, may we ever pray, saying, 
" Father, thy will be done." Bless us in 
the business of this meeting. May har- 
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mony and love prevail in all our deliber- 
ations, and may all that shall be done 
meet thy Divine approbation. Be very 
gracious, O Lord, to this Church. May 
it grow and flourish as a vine planted by 
thy right hand; and may all its members 
be dutiful and faithful to all that is good 
and true. Lord, hear our prayer, and 
grant us answers of mercy ; and to thy 
name be all the glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

HYMN. 

[If children are to be dedicated, let it be done 
here.] 

Pastor. — My Brethren : we have as- 
sembled, in obedience to the precepts of 
our Holy Religion, for mutual improve- 
ment in the Divine life, and for the trans- 
action of any business that pertains to 
the welfare of our beloved Church. 
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty : yet that liberty is to be used, and 
not abused ; and experience has proved 
that it can be truly enjoyed only when 
5* 
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there is a sacred regsu:d to salutary rales 
of law and order. In all your delibera* 
tions you will bear steadfiEUBtiy in mind the 
apostolic injunction, to ^' Love as breth- 
ren, be pitiful and courteous, not render- 
ing evil for evil, or jailing for railing." 
Thus will your fellowship with one 
another be sweet, and you will realize 
how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity. 

We are now prepared to proceed in 
order, to any business that may properly 
come before this Church, according to its 
rules and regulations. * 

* [ The following are rules very generally adopted, 
substantially, by deliberative assemblies, and quite 
necessary to insure order and harmony.] 

1. No motion is subject to debate until it is 
seconded, and stated by the presiding officer, nor is 
debate in order at any time, when there is no ques- 
tion thus pending. 

2. Members speaking should rise and address 
the presiding officer, and should not be interrupted, 
unless by a call to order for words spoken. 

3. A member called to order should be silent 
until the question of order is decided. 

4. When two members rise at once to speak, the 
presiding officer decides which shall speak first. 

5. The decisions of the presiding officer on points 
of order may be appealed from, and in such cases, 
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1. The first business in order, is read* 
ing tfie records of the last meeting. The 
Clerk will please perform that duty. 

[ The records having been read, it is usaal for the 
presiding officer to say, You have heard the records 
of the last meeting. If there are no objections, 
they will stand approved. After a pause, proceed 
thus : There being no objections to the records as 
read, they are approved. Or, if objections should 
be offered, they should be presented in the form of 
a motion to strike out, insert, or amend. That mo- 

the question should be stated thus : l^all the deci- 
sion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
Church? 

5. Before taking a vote upon any question, the 
presiding officer should ask, Is the Church ready 
for the question ? 

6. When blanks are to be filled, and several 
propositions are made, the question should be first 
put upon the highest sum or number, and the 
longest or latest time. 

7. Any member is entitled to call for a division 
of the question, when the sense will admit. 

8. Committees are appointed by the presiding 
officer, unless otherwise ordered. 

9. When a question is pending, no motion can 
be made, except, 1. To adjourn ; 2. To refer or re- 
commit J 3. The previous question j 4. To lay on the 
table ; 5. To postpone ; 6. To amend ; and these 
motions take precedence in the above order. The 
first four are not debatable. 

10. The previous question is, Shall the main 
question be now put? and if carried, the main 



56 FORM FOR CHURCH M&ETIN0S. 

tioa being pat and decided, the ofBlcer says. If there 
are no farther objections, the records (as amended)- 
-will be approved. (A paose.) They are approved.] 

2. Any business remaining unfinished 
at the last meeting is now in order. 

[If there is any nnfinished basiness appearing 
apon the records, it is the duty of the clerk to name 
it, and read that portion of the record in which it 
appears ; when it may be taken up and acted upon.] 



question is then put, it being the original question, 
stripped of all amendments not already adopted. 

11. Any member voting in the majority may 
move a reconsideration of a vote. 

12. Any member doubting the decision of a 
question may call for a division. 

13. Any order of business may be dispensed 
with for any particular occasion, by a motion to 
suspend the rule. 

14. Any member making a motion should re- 
duce it to writing, at the request of the presiding 
officer. 

15. In matters which are presumed to pass by 
general consent, it is not necessary, in all cases, to 
take a formal vote ; but the presiding officer states 
the motion or rule, and says, ^' It is so done, unless 
objected to." If objections are made, a vote must, 
of course, be taken. 

[ In electing officers, when there is but one candi- 
date, it is a good mode to furnish each member 
with a ballot on which is written the name of the 
candidate, and also with a blank. When there are 
several candidates, blanks only should be furnished. 
The Deacons should collect and count the ballots.] 
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3. The next business in order is appli* 
cations for membership. Are there any 
such to be presented 7 

[In case of applications beinjg; made, tiiey flbouki 
be read by the clerk, and the presiding officer 
should say : Applications for membership in this 
Church are referred to the Elders, whose duty it is 
to make all due inquiry, and report at the next 
meeting. This application is so' referred.] 

4. Any report from the Elders is now 
in order. 

[If the Elders make report upon o&e subiect, that 
should be first disposed -of, the officer a^ng. What 
order shall be taken upon the report ? Before pro- 
ceeding to the next order of business, the presiding 
officer should ask, Have the Elders any further 
report to make I Of reports in general, it is proper 
to notice, that they are usually followed by a motion 
" to accept," but a motion may be made to recom- 
mit, with or without instructions to alter or amend; 
but a report itself cannot be amended by the body 
to whom it is made, inasmuch as a committee 
ought not to be made to say what they do not say. 
If resolutions are attached to a report, they may be 
amended. Again, there is a diflference between the 
acceptance and the adoption of a report. Accept- 
fuoe merely takes it out of the hands of the com- 
mittee, and places it before the body for action ; but 
adoption concurs in the sentiment of the report, and 
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leaves no room for further action thereon. Again, 
the acceptance of a report from a fecial committee 
usually involves the discharge of the committee ; 
but if the report come from a standing committee, 
that idea is not involved.] 

6. The admission of members who 
have been elected is now in order. 

[See form of admission, p. 87.] 

6. Reports from the Deacons are next 
in order. 

7. Reports from sjpecial committees 
are now in order. 

8. Applications for aid or relief are 
now in order. If any one knows of a 
brother or sister who is poor, or sick, or 
in need of assistance, let him now report. 

9. Motions, resolutions, or notices, are 
now in order. 

[The business having been concluded, the Church 
will, on motion, adjourn ; and the services may be 
concluded as follows :] 

HTMN. 

PRATER. 

Ever Blessed and Holy Father: through 
liiy great mercy we have been permit- 
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ted to enjoy a season of worship, and 
of mutual counsel upon the things that 
most nearly concern our growth in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. We bless thee for 
the hallowing influence of thy truth upon 
our hearts, and pray that it may be 
manifested in our lives. We devoutly 
ask thy blessing upon all that we have 
donC) in accordance with thy holy will; 
and implore thy pardon for all that thou 
hast seen amiss in our thoughts, words, 
or deeds. And now that we are about 
to go hence, we beseech thee to grant us 
thy divine benediction, and enable us, in 
confidence and hope, to commend our- 
selves to thy care and keeping, with all 
our interests for time and eternity. Give 
us yet many seasons of refreshing from 
thy presence. Guide us through all the 
vicissitudes of life, and receive us at last 
to thyself, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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BENEDICTION. 
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our 
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you, now and evermore. Amen. 



SCRIPTURE LESSON II. 

FOR OPENING ON ORDINARY OCCASIONS. 

P. — O sing unto the Lord a new song : 

R. — Sing unto the Lord all the earth. 

P. — Sing unto the Lord, bless his holy 
name; 

R.— Show forth his salvation from 
day to day. 

P. — Declare his glory among the 
heathen ; 

R. — His wonders among all people. 

P. — For the Lord is great, and greatly 
to be praised. 

R. — He is to be feared above all gods. 

P. — For all the gods of the nations 
are idols ; 

R. — But the Lord made the heavens. 

P. — Honor and majesty are before 
him: 
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R. — Stxmgtii tod beimty are in his 
slnctoary. 

P. — Give unto the L«d the glory due 
unto hid name. 

R. — Bring an offering, and come into 
his courts* 

P. — O worrfiip the Lord in the beauty 
of holkiess. 

R. —Fear before him all the earth. 

P. — The IxHrd reigneth ; let the earth 
rejoice : 

R. — Let the multitude of the isles be 
glad thereof. 

P.-^Oiouds and darkness are round 
about hhn : 

R.— Righteousness and judgment are 
the habitation of his throne. 

P. — 'My days are like a shadovr that 
declineth, and I am withered like the 
grass. But thou, O Lord, shah endute 
forever, and thy remembrance unto all 
generations. Thou shalt arise and have 
mercy upon Zion; for the time to favor 
her, yeai, the set time is c<»ne. So the 
headien sfaidl fear the name of ihe Loni, 

6 



62 FORM FOR CHURCH MEETINOS. 

and all the kings of the earth thy glory. 
When the Lord shall build up Zion, he 
shall appear in his glory. He will regard 
the prayer of the destitute, and not de- 
spise their prayer. For he hath looked 
down from the height of his sanctuary ; 
from heaven did the Lord behold the 
earth, to hear the groaning of the pris- 
oner, to loose those that are appointed 
unto death, to declare the name of the 
Lord in Zion, and his praise in Jeru- 
salem. 

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
Take heed that ye do not your alms be- 
fore men, to be seen of them; otherwise 
ye have no reward of your Father which 
is in heaven. Therefore, when thou doest 
thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before 
thee, as the hypocrites do, in the syna- 
gogues, and in the streets, that they may 
have glory of men. Verily, I say unto 
you, they have their reward. But when 
thou doest alms, let not thy left hand 
know what thy right hand doeth; that 
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thine alms may be in secret, and thy 
Father, which seeth in secret, himself 
shall reward thee openly. 

Let love be without dissimulation. 
Abhor that which is evil ; cleave to that 
which is good. Be kindly afifectioned 
one to another, with brotherly love, in 
honor preferring one another. Not sloth- 
ful in business j fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord : Rejoicing in hope ; patient in 
tribulation ; continuing instant in prayer. 
Distributing to the necessity of saints; 
given to hospitality. Bless them that 
curse you; bless and curse not. Rejoice 
with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep. 

PRAYER IL 

Our Father and our God; we bless 
thee for the mercies thou art ever extend- 
ing to thy children of the human family. 
May we ever remember, that every good 
and every perfect gift cometh down from 
the Father of light, with whom there is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turn- 
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ing; 9Xkd wilt thou, O Lord, enable us 
wisely to use these precious favors, as 
faithful stewards of thy house. 

We look to thee for thy blessing upon 
this meeting, and for all the good pur* 
poseei for which it is assembled. We 
devoutly pray, that we may be guided by 
thy heavenly wisdom to the adoption of 
such measures, and such only, as shall 
tend to the advancement of the cause 
of truth and righteousness, in our own 
hearts, and among our fellow-men. 

Heavenly Father ; we implore thy bless- 
ing upon this branch of thy Zion. May 
it be watered with the dews of Divine 
grace, and bring forth fruit abundantly, 
to thy honor and glory. Preserve, we 
pray thee, among its members, the unity 
of the spirit in the bond of peace ; and 
may no root of bitterness spring up, to 
disturb its harmony, or injure its pros* 
perity. 

Be mercifully pleased to grant our 
feeble petiticm, so far as consistent with 
thy holy will; pardon our many trans- 
gressions; bless us by thy guidance and 
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protection, during the time that lemains 
to us here; give us strength, in all faith* 
fulness to discharge our every duty, and 
receive us at last to thyself; and to thy 
holy name be the glory forever. Amen. 

HYMN. 



SCRIPTURE lESSON IIL 

Pastor. — The heavens declare the glo- 
ry of God; 

Response. — And the firmament show- 
eth his handiwork. 

P. — Day unto day uttereth speech; 

R. — And night unto night showeth 
Imowledge. 

P. — The law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul. 

R — The testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple. 

P. — The statutes of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart. 

R. — The commandment of the Lord is 
pure, enlightening the eyes. 

6* 



P.--Th«fewroflhe Lord is ekoii, 

durmg forerer 

IL-^ The jtidgmeats of the Loid are 
tTua and righteous altogether. 

p. — More lo he desired are they tfum 
gold, yea than much fiw gold ; 

R. — Sweeter also than honey and the 
honey-comh. 

P. — Moreover, by them is thy servant 
warned; 

B — ^Aad in keeping of them there is 
great reward. 

P.'— Q, how love I thy law ! , It is my 
meditation ail the day. Thou, through 
thy commandnaftnts, hast made me wiser 
tiian my enemies, for they are ever with 
me. Blessed are the undefiled in the 
way, who walk in the law of the Lord. 
Blessed are they that keep his testimo*- 
nies, and that seek him with the whole 
heart. They also, do no iniquity, Ihey 
walk in his ways. Thou hast com- 
manded us to keep thy precepts diligent* 
ly. O that my ways were directed to 
keep thy statutes! Then shall I not be 



thy commandments. 

Thou shait love the Lor4 thy G^ 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength. This is the first command- 
ment. And the second is like, namely, 
thus. Thou idialt love thy neighbor as thy* 
ael£ There is none other commandment 
greater than these. Let not your heart 
he troubled; ye believe in Ood, bdieve 
also in me. 

But be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your owii selves. 
For if any man be a hearer of the word, 
and not a doer, he is like unto a man be« 
hdding his natural face in a glass ; for hs 
bdbpldeth himself, and goeth his way, 
and straightway forgetteth what manner 
of man he was. But whoso looketh mto 
the perfect law of liberty, and continueth 
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
bi^t a doer of the word ; this man sfaali 
be blessed in his deed. Pmre religion and 
undefiled before God aad the Father is 
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this; to visit the fatherless and widows 
in their, affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world. 

PRAYER. 
Almighty and Most Merciful God : we 
rejoice that thou hast given us thy law, 
as a light to shine upon our pathway, 
and a perfect guide in all the duties of 
life. We pray, O Lord, that thou wilt 
enable us to walk in all thy ordinances 
blameless; and especially, in those great 
commands which require us to love thee 
with the whole heart, and our neighbor 
as ourselves. Graciously be pleased to 
accept our thanks, that thou hast spared 
us amid the dangers of the world, until 
the present time, and permitted us again 
to meet and mingle with our brethren of 
like precious faith. Be thou in the midst 
of us, O Lord, with the good and gra- 
cious influences of thy Holy Spirit, to 
guide us in all our deliberations, and 
sanctify us wholly unto thy service. 
May our communion with thee, and our 
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&))QWship with one another, be sweet; 
and may we hei^B sit togetl^er, as Uk 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 

O God, we pray thee, prepare w with 
fiUtb and strength rightly to dischsgrge 
every duty, and cheerfully to abide ^vory 
trial, that may await us in all time to 
come. Be pleased, O Lord, to bless this 
Church, and grant unto it an abundant 
prosperity. May we all grow contilxnaUF 
in grace, and in the knowledge of Qur 
Lord Jesus Christ, that we may h^ 
thoroughly prepared for every good word 
and work. 

Pardon all our sins, keep us evermore 
in the path of wisdom, and save lis wit)), 
an everlasting salY9.tion, through J^ius 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



! I * ■ I < I » 



SCRIPTURE LESSON lY. 

FOB OPENING IN 4 TIME OP PEOSPERJTT. 

P4ST0B. — The Iiord is great in Zion ; 

RiispQi^si, -^ And be is higb abovt 93X 
people* 
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P. — Exalt ye the Lord our God, and 
worship at his footstool : 

R. — For he is holy. 

P.. — Serve the Lord with gladness ; 

R. — Come before his presence with 
thanksgiving. 

P. — Know ye that the Lord is God. 

R. — It is he that made us, and not we 
ourselves. We are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture. 

P. — Enter into his gates with thanks- 
giving, and into his courts with praise. 

R. — Be thankful unto him, and bless 
his name : 

P. — For the Lord is good, his mercy 
is everlasting ; 

R.— And his truth endureth to all 
generations. 

O sing unto the Lord a new song, for he 
hath done marvellous things. His right 
hand and his holy arm hath gotten him 
the victory. The Lord hath made known 
his salvation, his righteousness hath he 
openly showed in the sight of the heathen. 
He hath remembered his mercy and his 
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truth towards the house of Israel. O, 
give thanks unto the Lord, for his mercy 
endureth forever. Who can utter the 
mighty acts of the Lord ? Who can show 
forth all his praise? Let all those that 
seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee ; let 
such as love thy salvation say continu- 
ally, The Lord be magnified. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for 
he hath visited and redeemed his people, 
and hath raised up an horn of salvation 
for us, in the house of his servant David, 
as he spake by the mouth of his holy 
prophets which have been since the world 
began ; that we should be saved from our 
enemies, and from all that hate us. 
Blessed are your eyes for they see, and 
your ears for they hear ; for I say unto 
you, that many prophets and righteous 
men have desired to see those things 
which ye see, and have not seen them, 
and to hear those things which ye hear, 
and have not heard them. 

But ye are come unto Mount Zion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the 
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heaveatf J^rusulem, and to fitn ituium^Mi- 
ide company of angels; To ttie general 
assembly and church of the first-bom, 
which ate written in hearen ; and to God, 
the Judge of all ; and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect ; and to Jesud, the me- 
diator of the new cov^iant ; and to the 
blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better 
things than the blood of Abel. Where- 
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord; Forasmuch as ye 
know that your labor is not in rain in 
(be Loid^ 

PRATEB. 

Merciful and Indulg^it Fathet; we 
give thee most hearty thanks for the 
gift of a Saviour, and for the light of his 
gospel. We thank thee for all the blessed 
influences and hopes of that gospel, and 
eq)ecially for its power to overcome all 
obstacles, and win its way to the hearts 
of the children of men. Be pleased, O 
Grod, to accept our grateful thanks foir all 
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the success that has attended our labors 
in the vineyard of thy Son. and enable us 
in humility of heart to say, Not unto us, 
but unto thy name, be all the glory. 

We devoutly pray for thy blessing 
upon all the services and duties of this 
meeting. May everything be done to thy 
acceptance, and in such a manner as shall 
tend to thy glory, and our own advance- 
ment in the path of piety and virtue. 
Wilt thou continue to add unto this 
Church, of such as shall be saved from 
the errors and sins of the world; and may 
we all be built up in the most holy faith, 
and in the practice of every virtue that 
should adorn the followers of the meek 
and lowly Jesus. And we pray, O Lord, 
that the success which now attends us 
may be but the first fruits of a plentiful 
harvest. In thine own good time, wilt 
thou spread abroad the knowledge of thy 
truth throughout the earth, that all may 
know thee, the only living and true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent : 
and unto thee be all honor, glory, domin- 
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ion and power, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



SCBIPTURE LESSON V. 

FOB OPENING IN A TIME OF AFFLICTION. 

Pastor. — How amiable are thy taber- 
nacles, O Lord of hosts ! 

Response. — My soul longeth, yea, even 
fainteth for the courts of the Lord. 

P. — Blessed are they that dwell in thy 
house. 

R. — They will be still praising thee. 

P. — Blessed is the man whose strength 
is in thee ; 

R. — For a day in thy courts is better 
than a thousand: 

P. — I had rather be a door-keeper in 
the house of my God, than to dwell in 
the tents of wickedness. 

R. — For the Lord God is a sun and 
shield ; 

P. — The Lord will give grace and 
glory; 

R. — And no good thing will he with- 
hold from them that walk uprightly. 
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P. — O Lord of hosts, blessed is the 
man that trusteth in thee. He shall call 
upon me, and I will answer him ; I will 
be with him in trouble ; I will deliver him 
and honor him. Because he hath set his 
heart on me, therefore I will deliver him ; 
I will set him on high because he hath 
known my name. Lord, thou hast been 
our dwelling-place in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever thou hadst formed the earth and 
the world, even from everlasting to ever- 
lasting thou art God. Thou tumest man 
to destruction and sayest, Return, ye chil- 
dren of men : For a thousand years in 
thy sight, are but as yesterday when it is 
past, and as a watch in the night. So 
teach us to number our days that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

And when he had opened the book, he 
found the place where it was written, 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me 
to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
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deliverance to the captives, and recover- 
ing of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bound, to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord. 

And he began to say unto them, This 
day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 
And all bare him witness, and wondered 
at the gracious words that proceeded out 
of his mouth. And they were astonished 
at his doctrine, for his word was with 
power, 

Aiid ye have forgotten the exhortation 
which speaketh unto you, as unto chil- 
dren ; My son, despise not thou the chas- 
tening of the Lord, neither faint when 
thou art rebuked of him ; for whom the 
Lord Ipveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth. If ye 
endure. chastening, God dealeth with you 
as with sons; for what son is he whom 
the father chasteneth not. Now no chas- 
tening for the present seemeth joyous, but 
grievous, nevertheless, afterward it yield- 
eth the peaceable fruits of righteousness 
unto th^m that are exercised thereby. 
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PRATER. 
Our Father, who art in Heaven; we 
thank thee, that thou hast opened, in the 
gospel of thy Son, the storehouse of thine 
eternal truth, that our souls when worn 
and weary, may partake and be re- 
freshed. May our hearts flow out in love 
to thee, and to all thy children ; and wilt 
thou so imbue us with the wisdom of thy 
word, as to make every duty joyous, and 
every burden light. We would remem- 
ber, in our petitions before thee, at this 
time, those that mourn the loss of friends, 
and all that are afiiicted in body or in 
mind. May they trust in the Lord, and 
may the precious promises of the Gospel 
be their cousolation^ their solace, and 
their support. O, may the mourners be 
enabled to look beyond the valley of the 
shadow of death, to the time when they 
shall again meet the loved and the lost, 
and part no more forever. We pray, O 
Lord, that thou wilt give us hearts of 
sympathy for all the afflicted and sorrow- 
ful; and may we be no less ready to 
7* 
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weep with those that weep, than to re- 
joice with those that rejoice. 

BQ; pleased to grant unto us thy divine 
hle^sing, in the lahors and husiness of 
this meeting. Let thy Holy Spirit guide 
us by its good and gracious influences; 
and when we go from this place, may we 
be better prepared for the duties and the 
trials of life. Forgive our past ingrati- 
tude, and all our transgressions against 
tbee, and accept us at last, through Christ 
our Redeemer. Amen. 



SCRIPTURE LESSON YI. 

FOR OPENING ON A CHARITABLE OCCASION. 

Pastor. — Blessed is he that considereth 
the poor. 

Response. — The Lord will deliver him 
in time of trouble. 

P. — The Lord will preserve him, and 
keep him alive ; 

R. — And he shall be blessed upon the 
earth: 

P. — The Lord will strengthen him 
upon the bed of languishing ; 
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R. — Thou wilt make all his bed in 
sifikuess. ^ 

P. — iThia poor man cried, and theLord 
heard him ; 

R. — And saved him out of all his 

troubles. 

P. — The rich and the poor meet to- 
gether ; 

R. — And the Lord is the maker of 
them all. 

P, — When the ear heard me, then it 
blessed me; and when the eye saw me, 
it. gave witness to me : 

R. — Because I delivered the poor that 
cried/ and the fatherless, and him that 
had none to help him. 

P. — The blessing: of him that was ready- 
to perish came upon me, and I caused 
the widow's heart to sing for joy. I was 
eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the 
lame. I was a father to the poor, and 
the cause that I knew not, I searched out. 
I brake the jaws of the wicked, and 
plucked the spoil out of his teeth. If I 
have withheld the poor from his desire, 
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or have caused the eyes of the widow to 
fail: Or have eaten my mor^l alone, and 
the fatherless hath not eaten thereof; If 
I have seen any perish for want of cloth- 
ing, and any poor without covering ; If 
his loins have not blessed me, and he 
were not warmed with the fleece of my 
sheep — Then let mine arm fall from the 
shoulder-blade, and mine arm be broken 
from the bone. For the poor shall never 
cease out of the land; therefore I com- 
mand thee, saying, Thou shalt open 
thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy 
poor and thy needy in the land. 

For ye have the poor with you always, 
and whensoever ye will ye may do them 
good. And if y^ do good to them that do 
good to you, what thank have ye 1 For 
sinners, also, do even the same. And if 
ye lend to them of whom ye hope to re- 
ceive, what thank have ye? For sinners, 
also, lend to sinners, hoping to receive as 
much again. But love your enemies, 
and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing 
again, and your reward shall be great, 
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and ye shall be children of the Highest; 
for he is kind unto the unthankful, and 
to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as 
your Father also is merciful. 

But whoso hath this world's good, and 
seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in him? 
My little children, let us not love in 
word, neither in tongue, but in deed and 
in truth. 

PRATEE. 

O Lord, our Strength and our Redeem- 
er ; to thee we look, as to that Being to 
whom we are indebted for all that we 
have, and for everything that we may 
ever hope to be, or to possess. Thou art 
God, whom giving doth not impoverish, 
nor withholding make rich. We know 
that our goodness cannot extend to thee, 
and we pray that we may strive to mani- 
fest our gratitude for all thy blessings, in 
the promptitude of our benevolence to our 
unfortunate brethren. O God, open our 
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hearts, we pray thee; and make our 
hands active in the reUef of the poor, the 
sick, and the distressed. We bless thee, 
that thou hast kept us in health, and pre- 
served unto us the use of our facuhies ; 
that thou hast spread before us the table 
of thine earthly bounties, and hast clothed 
us, of thy goodness. May we be ready 
to pity and relieve those that are unfor- 
tunately deprived of those common bless- 
ings of thy providence, so that the hungry 
shall be fed, the naked clothed, and the 
needy have reason to bless us. Lord, 
in much mercy be thou with us, at this 
time ; guide us in the path of duty ; pre- 
pare us for all that awaits us ; and save 
us at last, with an everlasting salvation, 
through Him, who, though he was rich, 
became poor for our sakes. Amen. 



SCRIPTURE LESSON YII. 

FOR OPENING WHEN OFFICERS ARE ELECTED. 

Pastor. — The Lord is my Shepherd, 
Response. — I shall not want. 
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P. — He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures : 

R. — He leadeth me beside still waters. 

P. — He restoreth my soul : 

R. — He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness, for his name sake. 

P. — Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil: 

R. — For thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff, they comfort me. 

P. — Surely, goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life : 

R. — And I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever. 

P. — Great is the Lord, and greatly to 
be praised, in the city of our God, in the 
mountain of his hoUness. Beautiful for 
situation, the joy of the whole earth, is 
Mount Zion, on the sides of the north ; 
the city of the great King. God is known 
in her palaces for a refuge. We have 
thought of thy loving kindness, O God, 
in the midst of the temple. Walk about 
Zion, and go round about her; tell the 



84 FORM FOR CHtTRCH MESTtNOS* 

towers thereof. Mark ye well her bul- 
warks ; consider her palaces ; that ye may 
tell it to the generation followiQg. For 
this God is our God for ever and ever ; he 
will be our guide, even unto death. 

And Jesus called a little child unto 
him, and set him in the midst of them, 
and said : Verily, I say unto you, except 
ye be converted, and become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. Whosoever, therefore, shalt 
humble himself as this little child, the 
same is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. And call no man your father 
upon the earth ; for one is your Father 
which is in heaven. Neither be ye called 
masters; for one is your Master, even 
Christ, and all ye are brethren. But he 
that is greatest among you, let him be- 
come your servant. And whosoever shall 
exalt himself, shall be abased; and he 
that shall humble himself, shall be 
exalted. 

And there are differences of adminis- 
tration, but the same Lord. And there 



are diversities ctf operations, but it is the 
same God which worketh all in all. But 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
every man to profit withal. Now ye are 
the body of Christ, and members in par- 
ticular. And God hath set some in the 
Church — first, apostles ; secondarily, 
prophets; thirdly, teachers; after that, 
miracles; then gifts of healing, helps, 
governments, diversities of tongues ; that 
there should be no schism in the body, but 
that the members should have the same 
care one for another. For God is not the 
author of confusion, but of peace, as it is 
in all the Churches of the saints. 

PRATER, 
Our Father, which art in Heaven ; we 
bless thee for the gift of the Gospel, teach- 
mg us our duty to thee and one another, 
and informing us of thy purposes of grace 
towards all thy children. We thank 
thee for every institution founded upon 
the truth as it is in Jesus, i^d for every 
measure by which we mav conform our 
8 
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lives to his spirit. Have regard, we be- 
seech thee, unto thy servants here assem- 
bled. May they all be of one heart, and 
one mind, striving together for the faith 
of the Gospel. Bless this Church with 
the richest of thy spiritual blessings ; and 
give us wisdom to direct us in the busi- 
ness now before us. [O Lord, our Heav- 
enly Father ! enable us, we pray thee, to 
select such for the servants of this Church 
as shall serve diligently, faithfully, and 
in thy fear and wisdom.] 

( Or, if a Pastor is to be elected, say,) 

[Be graciously pleased, we pray thee, 
to grant us, at this time, that wisdom 
which shall direct us according to thy 
holy will, in the selection of a shepherd 
of this flock. May we find one, who 
shall be to us a good minister of Jesus 
Christ ; an example of the Christian life ; 
and a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth, and giving to each his portion in 
due season.] 
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Pardon, we beseech thee, all our trans- 
gressions, protect us in the hour of temp- 
tation, support us in adversity, sustain us 
in death, and finally receive us to praise 
thee forever, through Jesus Christ our 
liOrd. Amen. 



A FORM FOR ADMISSION OP MEM- 
BERS TO THE CHURCH. 

Pastor. — Praise ye the Lord. Praise, 
O, ye servants of the Lord, praise the 
name of the Lord. 

Response. — Blessed be the name of the 
Lord, from this time forth and forever- 
more. 

P. — What shall I render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits towards me? 

R. — I will take the cup of salvation, 
and call upon the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows unto the Lord, now in 
the presence of all his people. 

P. — The Lord is my strength and 
song, and is become my salvation. 

R. — Open to me the gates of righteous- 
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ness ; I will go into them, and will praise 
the Lord. 

P. — The goodness of God leadeth us 
to repentance. 

R. — A broken and a contrite heart, O 
Crod, thou wilt not despise. 

P. — Blessed is the man that walketh 
not in the coimsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sit- 
teth in the seat of the scornful. But his 
delight is in the law of the Lord, and in 
his law doth he meditate day and night. 
And he shall belike a tree planted by the 
river of water, that bringeth forth his 
fruit in his season, his leaf also shall not 
wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper. 

Neither do men light a candle and put 
it imder a bushel, but on a candlestick, 
and it giveth light imto all that are in 
the house. Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. With the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
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confession is made unto salvation. For 
I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth — to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek. 

Clerk. — A. B. and C. D. have been 
elected as members of this Church, in the 
manner prescribed by its constitution; 
and being now present, are ready for ad- 
mission, according to the usages of the 
Church. 

[ One of the Elders officiating will then say, ] 

The persons whose names have been 
called, will please come forward, and 
stand in front of the desk. 

Elder. — You are now about to enter 
into a covenant with this Church. It is 
one that involves your highest duties, 
and is designed to promote your best and 
dearest interests. Its aim is not so much 
to create new responsibilities, as to im- 
press upon the mind a deep sense of 
those obligations which are ever binding 
upon all the children of God. We would 
8* 
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neidier bind nor judge the consciences of 
men, nor set undue bounds to the liberty « 
wherewith Christ has made us free ; yet, 
injasmuch as the compact upon which we 
enter is of a social character, it necessa-r 
rily involves certain peculiar and mutual 
obligations. I trust you have considered 
well the step you are taking, and will 
bear in mind the admonition of the 
Master, that "No man having put his 
hand to the plough and looking back, is 
fit for the kingdom of God." 

Pastor. — We greet you in the name 
of the Lord, and as followers of Christ. 
Believing that you are such, the brethren 
and sisters of this Church have elected - 
you to its fellowship and communion ; 
and, in their name, I bid you welcome to 
the labors and conflicts, as well as to the 
hopes and enjoyments, of this field of 
Christian toil and triumph. We have no 
couches of ease or indolence to offer you. 
The world is yet spiritually dark and 
desolate, and our duty calls us to "con- 
tend earnestly for the faith," and to labor 
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diligeBtly in the casse of oar^ blessed 
Redeemer. 

In that sacred cause we would be co- 
workers with you; and we pledge you 
our encouragement in the path of duty, 
and our sympathy and aid, in all your 
seasons of weakness, suflfering or sorrow. 
We expect also, from you, the like kind 
offices in return. You will, therefore, 
give heed to our Covenant and Declara- 
tion of Faith. 

We declare that we beUeve in one only 
living and true God, who is revealed in 
Jesus Christ, by one Holy Spirit of grace 
and truth. 

We believe in the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament, as containing a 
special revelation of God, and of the 
duty, interests, and destiny of man. 

We claim to ourselves the right to 
interpret the Scriptures, in the fear of 
God, and according to the light he has 
given us, and we accord to all others the 
same right; yet, we declare a beHef in 
the Scriptures^ as the divinely given and 
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authoritative standard of faith and prac-. 
tice, to be essential to the fellowship of 
this Church. 

We disclaim all authority over the 
consciences of men, and disavow all 
right to deal with the erring or offending 
by other means than admonition, sus- 
pension, or withdrawal of the fellowship 
of the Church. 

We declare the objects of this Church 
to be. the cultivation of faith, hope, and 
charity, in our own hearts ; the diffusion 
of Gospel light and truth among our fel- 
lows, and the systematic application of 
the fruits of Christian love and duty to 
all men, and "especially to the house- 
hold of faith." 

We acknowledge ourselves solemnly 
boimd, in covenant before God, with the 
members of this church, to walk up- 
rightly, according to the precepts of the 
Gospel, as grace shall be given us so to 
do; to counsel and advise, and, if neces- 
sary, to admonish one another in love, 
and as children of one Father ; to abide 
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.by the rules and regulations* of thi» 
Church; to attend its meetings, and upon 
public worship, unless prevented una-r 
voidably; and, God helping us so to do, 
to be faithful and punctual in all the 
duties of our Christian profession. 

Such is the solenm covenant of this 
Church. Do you give your hearty assent 
to all this, and promise to perform the 
duties imposed according to your best 
ability, and the grace that shall be given 
you? 

[Ans. I do.] 

PRAYER. 

O God of our Fathers ; thou who didst 
in ancient times seal the covenant of 
promise with the Patriarchs and Proph- 
ets; let thy Holy Spirit, we beseech 
thee, seal the covenant of love into 
which we have entered. Graciously be 
pleased to impress upon our minds an 
abiding s^tise of our relations and duties 
to thee, to one another, and to all our 
brethren of thy great and blessed family. 



J 
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May we henceforth consecrate ourselves 
anew to thy service, and prove ourselves 
worthy disciples of the Saviour. Hear, O 
Lord, and answer our prayer, and re- 
ceive us at last to thy kingdom above, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor. — And now, in the name, and 
as the official organ of this Church, I 
give you this right hand, as a token and 
a pledge* of our Christian fellowship 
and love ; and I heartily welcome you to 
all the sympathies, privileges, and joys, 
of the relationship you have now as- 
sumed. 

In behalf of this Church, I also pre- 
sent you this copy of the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make you wise unto 
salvation. Study its sacred pages, and 
preserve it as a memento of the obliga- 
tions you have taken upon yourself. 
And when worldly knowledge shall be 
of no further use, this volume will prove 
a guide and solace, and its precious 

* Here take the member elect by the hand. 
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promises shall give joy and triamph, 
even in the hour of death. 

You will now place your signature 
to the constitution and laws, and oppo- 
site, you will set such sum as you are 
perfectly able and willing to contribute 
each month, to the expenses and objects 
of this Church. 

HYMN. 



FORM OF BAPTISM FOR ADULTS. 

[Should any member uniting with the Church 
prefer the rite of Baptism, the service may be as in 
the form for admission of members, substituting 
the following for the right hand of fellowship.] 

Pastor. — [Sprinkling or pouring water upon 

the person.] A. B., I baptize thee in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thus receive thee as a member of this 
Church. And I pronounce upon thee 
the blessing which God commanded his 
servants of old. The Lord bless thee 
and keep thee ; the Lord make his face 
shine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
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thee. The Lord lift up his counte- 
nance upon thee, and give thee peace. 
Amen. 

lOr, if ptefetred,! I baptize thee in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit; and thus receive 
thee as a member of this Church ; and I 
pronounce upon thee the blessing, which 
God commanded his serrants of old. 
The Lord bless thee and keep thee ; the 
Lord make his face shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee. The Ixird lift up 
his countenance upon thee, and give thee 
peace. Amen. 



POBM OP BAPTISM BY IMMERSION. 
Pastor. — And Jesus came and spake 
unto them, saying. All power is given 
unto me, in heaven and earth. Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am 
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trith you always, unto the end of the 
world. 

Then said Peter unto them, Repent and 
be baptized every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto 
you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call. And with many 
other words, did he testify and exhort, 
saying, save yourselves from this untow- 
ard generation. Then they that gladly 
received his word, were baptized, and 
the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls. And 
the Lord added to the church daily of 
such as should be saved. 

Know ye not, that so many of us as 
were baj^ized into Jesus Christ, were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we 
are buried with him by baptism into 
death, that, like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so, we also, should walk in newness 

9 
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of life. For if we have been planted 
together in the likeness of his death, we 
shall be also in the likeness of his resur- 
rection. 

For by one spirit we are all baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, 
and have been all made to drink into 
one spirit. 

HYMN. 

PRATER. 

Father of all mercies, and God of all 
grace ; we give thee humble thanks, that 
thou hast been pleased to reveal thyself 
unto us, in the Gospel of thy dear Son. 
We pray, that thou wilt confirm our 
faith, and strengthen us in the perform- 
ance of all the duties that are required 
of us. May we prove ourselves the 
obedient and faithful subjects of thy 
kingdom. We pray thee, O Lord, have 
regard unto thy servant [or servants] who 
now publicly profess faith and hope in 
thy mercy and goodness, as revealed in 
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Jesus Christ, our Lord. Endow him [or 
them] plenteously, vre beseech thee, with 
all the graces of thy Holy Spirit, and 
strengthen him [or them] with might, 
that he [or they] may find deliverance 
from all trials and temptations, and grow 
continually in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

Pastor. — [When performing the act of im- 
mersion.] A. B., I baptize thee in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, [or in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost,] and I pronounce upon thee 
the blessing which God commanded 
his servants of old. The Lord bless 
thee and keep thee ; the Lord make his 
face shine upon thee, and be gracious 
unto thee; the Lord lift up his counte- 
nance upon thee, and give thee peace. 
Amen. 

BENEDICTION. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God our Heavenly Father, 



100 FORM FOR THE COMMUNION, 

and the communion of his Holy Spirit, be 
with you all, now and evermore. Amen. 



FORM FOR THE COMMUNION, OR THE 
LORD'S SUPPER. 

[The minister will invite to the table all members 
of other churches, in good standing, and all sincere 
and devout persons, who would esteem it either a 
privilege or a duty to unite in celebrating the Sa- 
viour's death ; and the services may proceed as fol- 
fows :] 

Pastor. — He is despised and rejected 
of men ; a man of sorrows, and acquaint- 
ed with grief 

Response. — And we hid, as it were, 
our faces from him ; he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not. 

P. — Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows. 

R. — Yet, we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. 

P. — But he was wounded for our 
\ transgressions; he was bruised for our 
iniquities. 
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R. — The chastisement of our peace 
was upon him, and with his stripes we 
are healed. 

P. — He was taken from prison and 
from judgment, and who shall declare 
his generation ? 

R. — For he was cut off out of the land 
of the living ; for the transgression of my 
people was he stricken. 

P. — And he made his grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death. 

R. — Because he had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

P. — He shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied. By his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant 
justify many; for he shall bear their 
iniquities. 

Behold, how good, and how pleasant 
it is, for brethren to dwell together in 
unity. It is like pleasant ointment upon 
the head, that ran down upon the beard, 
even Aaron's beard, that went down to 
the skirts of his garments. As the dew 
of Hermon, the dew that descended upon 

9* 



1(^ FORM FOR THE COMMUNION, 

the mountains of Zio% -wiiere-the Lord 
commandedthe blessing^ even life forever- 
more. 

A new commandm^tit give I imto you, 
that ye love one another ; as I have loved 
you, that ye love one another. By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disci- 
ples, if ye have love one to another. 

Peace I leave with you ; my peace I 
I give imto you ; not as the world giveth 
give I unto you. 

We know that we have passed from 
death unto Ufe, because we love the 
brethren. Beloved, let us love one an- 
other, for love is of God ; and every one 
that loveth is bom of Qod, and knoweth 
God. For I have received of the Lord, 
that which I also delivered unto you, that 
the Lord Jesus, the same night in which 
he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
said. Take, eat, this is my body which 
was broken for you ; this do in remem- 
brance of me. After the same manner 
also, he took the cup, when he had 
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soj^ped, saying, this is the new- testament 
in my blood. This do ye, as often as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of me. For as 
often as ye eat this bread and drink this 
cup, ye show forth the Lord's death, till 
he come. 

P. — Dearly beloved brethren, there are 
many considerations moving us to observe 
this ordinance in commemoration of the 
Lord's death ; chiefly, because of the aid 
it affords in the formation of a Christian 
character, both in the individual, and 
in a religious denomination. Being 
the memorial of the Saviour's death, 
it leads us to contemplate the causes 
which brought him to the cross. We see 
him persecuted by the world, and aban- 
doned by his friends ; yet, meekly bow- 
ing in submission to his lot ; and we hear 
him utter that sad, but calm and trust- 
ful prayer; O my Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me ; nevertheless, 
not as I will, but as thou wilt. And as 
we meditate upon that heavenly forti- 
tude, we imbibe its spirit, and feel better 
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prepared to follow the Master, if need be^ 
through suffering and death. 

There is, moreover, a vein of levity in 
our nature, which, excessively indulged, 
detracts from that seriousness and sta- 
bility of character which should always 
appear in the followers of Christ. This 
commemoration carries us back to the 
closing scene, in the earthly life, of our 
best and most faithful friend, and should 
make us more serious and thoughtful. 

Though the season is solemn, it should 
not be gloomy or forbidding. Those 
dark shadows of the cross and the sepul- 
chre, which crowd into the picture, are 
relieved by the dawn of that blessed 
morning, when Mary found the stone 
rolled back, and the Saviour risen. We 
are here carried, in thought, to Geth- 
semane ; to the hall of Pilate ; to Calvary 
and the tomb, and to the resurrection 
morning ; and thus we are subdued and 
calmed in spirit ; weaned, in some meas- 
ure, from the carnal influences that sur- 
roimd us, and prepared to labor, and suf- 
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f!er for him, who has done and endured 
so much, for our sakes. 

It is calculated, moreover, to cement 
us in an endearing bond of faith and 
love, and level the distinctions that ob- 
tain between man and his fellow-man. 
At this table, the rich and the poor, the 
obscure and the eminent, sit down to- 
gether, and are all humbled, in view of 
the superior goodness of him whose death 
they commemorate, and feel that they 
are brethren. It is, perhaps, the only 
occasion in hfe, when all social inequah- 
ties are forgotten, and all conditions meet 
and mingle on a Christian level. And O, 
how devout should be our gratitude, as 
we remember how much we all owe to 
him, who has died for us; that every 
cheering hope of the future, — all of 
knowledge and communion with God, — 
all that we have, and all that we are, 
above the heathen that bows at the 
shrine of idols, has come to us through 
the faithfulness, the death, the labors, 
and the resurrection of Christ ! Dear as 
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these blessings are, they were not pur- 
chased for nought. They cost the agony, 
the blood, and the death of the world's 
most glorious Benefactor. These em- 
blems are to us instead of words, suid 
they should be more eloquent than words, 
in the feelings they inspire, and the deep 
meaning they convey. May this com- 
mimion season be to us a solemn, and 
yet, a joyful and profitable hour, holy and 
abiding in its influences upon our hearts 
and lives. Amen. 

Pastor. — Beloved brethren: our Sa- 
viour took the bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he brake it. In imitation 
of his example, as his friends and follow- 
ers, let us give thanks to God. 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ; we 
bless thee for the gift of thy dear Son. our 
Guide and our Redeemer. We thankj 
thee that he lived for our example, and 
spake for our instruction, died for our 
salvation, and rose again, for our hope 
and consolation. Graciously be pleased 
to accept our humble praises for this 
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memorial of a Saviour's love. Wilt thou, 
O Lord, have regard imto thy feeble ser- 
vants here assembled at the table of a 
crucified, but risen and exalted Saviour. 
As we partake of this broken bread, 
symbolizing his body, broken upon the 
cross, O may we feel the sanctifying 
power of his grace! And wilt thou 
enable us to look through these emblems, 
and realize the spirit of this service. 
May it nourish us in faith, and strengthen 
us for duty ; and we pray thee, put far 
away from us all that is opposed to the 
purity of the spirit of him, whom, not 
having seen, we love as the best of 
friends, and the most faithful of bene- 
factors. Hear us, O Lord, and bring us 
at last to eat bread in thy kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor. — [While breaking the bread.] In 

imitation of the example of Christ at 
the institution of this ordinance, we break 
this eucharistic bread, as an emblem of 
his body, broken upon the cross for us 
and for the world. 
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[Lifting the plates to the Deacons.] .And let 

US remember that the Saviour said, This 
do in remembrance of me. 

[ The bread may then be distributed, being first 
given to the Pastor, by the Deacon on the right 
hand.] 

Pastor. — [Placing his hand upon the cup.] 

After the same manner he also took the 
cup and gave thanks. Let us, also, give 
thanks to God. 

Almighty Father ; we adore and bless 
thee, for the precious privileges which we 
are permitted to enjoy, and especially, for 
the Ught of Christian truth ; and for this 
season of communion, which impresses 
upon our hearts the sweet remembrance 
of a Saviour's love. Sanctify unto us, 
we beseech thee, this season of refreshing 
from thy presence. May its associations 
be cherished in our minds, and its memo- 
ries go with us, lingering in our hearts, 
sustaining us in every trial, strengthening 
us in every hour of temptation, and ani- 
mating us in the discharge of every duty. 
And, O Lord, grant that this cup, symbol- 
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ical of the Saviour's blood, may be so 
sanctified, as to soften our hearts, and 
wash away our sins. Lead our spirits, 
through these emblems, up to thee ; and 
teach us, like the Saviour, to bow in 
humble resignation to all the allotments 
of thy providence, and delight to do thy 
will. When thou shalt call us to drink 
the cup of death, may we receive it, as 
from a Father's hand, and drink it 
without murmuring, or distrust: and to 
thy name be the glory forever. Amen. 

Pastor. — [Pouring the wine, and handing \t 
to the Deacons.] Our blessed Master, after 
giving thanks, presented the cup to his 
disciples, and said, "This is my blood 
in the New Testament, which is shed 
for the remission of sins. Drink ye all 
of it." 

[ The Cup may then be passed to the communi- 
cants, being first handed to the Pastor, by the 
Deacon on the left hand. ] 

Pastor. — After the Supper, Jesus and 
his disciples sung a hymn, and went 
out. Let us join in smging the ^ — ^ 
10 
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HYMN. 

BENEDICTION. 

Now, may the blessing of God; the care 
of his Providence, the communion of his 
Holy Spirit, and the love of Christ, his 
Son, abide with you henceforth and for- 
ever. Amen. 



POBM FOR DEDICATION, OR BAP- 
TISM OF CHILDREN. 

[The child should be presented by the parents, 
or, if an orphan, by near relatives.] 

Pastor. — Our Saviour, when on earth, 
said, " Suflfer Uttle children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven." His words are 
"the same yesterday, to-day, and for- 
ever ;" and now, as then, he calls upon 
us to bring our children unto him, and 
assures us, that his blessing awaits them. 

Beloved friends; you have brought 
this child here for solemn dedication, [or 
baptism.] You thus signify your desire 
to bring up your child in the nurture 
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and admonition of the Lord, and to seek 
the Divine blessing in the performance of 
this sacred and important duty. 

Will you earnestly and faithfully seek 
the virtue and happiness of this child ? 

Ans. — I will. 

P. — Will you endeavor to instruct him 
[or her] in the principles of the religion 
of Christ, that he [or she] may be led to 
remember his [or her] Creator in the days 
of his [or her] youth ? 

Ans. — I will. 

P. — Will you exhort him [or her] to 
keep God's holy commandments, and 
walk continually in the way of truth and 
duty? 

Ans. — I will. 

P. — May God give you strength so to 
do. Then, should all your efibrts prove 
fruitless, you will not feel the guilt of 
negligence, or the bitterness of remorse. 
But should your labors be crowned with 
success, great will be your reward. 

What is the name of this child? 

Ans. — 
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P. — A. B., child of iimocence, emblem 
of purity, and image of thy Maker ; "Of 
such is the kingdom of heaven." Now, 
in the morning of life, while yet unstained 
with siri, we present thee, a living offer- 
ing, a lamb without blemish, to the good 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. The 
Lord bless thee, and keep thee. The 
Lord make his face shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee. The Lord lift up 
his countenance upon thee, and give thee 
peace. Amen. 

|t If Baptism is preferred, say as follows .- ] 

P. — A. B., I baptize thee in the name 
of the Father, thy Creator and Preserver, 
and of the Son, thy Redeemer and 
Saviour, and of the Holy Spirit, thy 
Comforter and Sanctifier. The Lord 
bless thee, and keep thee. The liord 
make his face shine upon thee, and be 
gracious unto thee. The Lord lift up his 
countenance upon thee, and give thee 
peace. Aftien. 

Let us pray. 
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O thou God of power, of wisdom, and 
of love ; from thee we have received our 
Ufe and all its blessings. Thou art the 
infinite fountain of good; and all our 
sprmgs of happiness are in thee. May 
the smiles of thy providence, and the 
richer gifts of thy wisdom, grace, and 
truth, rest upon this child now dedicated 

[by baptism] unto thee. 

We pray thee, O liord, grant thy bless- 
ing upon thy servants, to whom thou hast 
intrusted this child, to be educated as 
thine. Be pleased to direct and guide 
them aright in the discharge of this im- 
portant duty ; and may the great Shep- 
herd of Israel crown their labors with 
success. 

Bless thou all now before thee. Grant 
us the knowledge of thee, and thy grace. 
May we walk in all virtue and godliness, 
while on earth, and at last be united 
aroimd thy throne, in heaven. Amen. 
10* 
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MARRIAGE CEREHONY. 

MwiSTKR. — Beloved Friends : Inas- 
much as we are. at all times, dependent 
upon God, it is meet for us to bless him, 
and call upon his holy name; as in our 
days of trial and affliction, so also in our 
seasons of joy and prosperity. 

Let us pray. 

O thou God of mercy and of love ; we 
bless thee that thou hast made us capa- 
ble of enjoying the dehghts of society, 
friendship, and love. We thank thee for 
the holy institution of Marriage, and for 
all the blessings it has conveyed to the 
world. Be pleased, O Lord, to regard in 
much mercy and goodness the parties 
now before thee, and grant thy Divine 
blessing upon the union about to be 
solemnized. Wilt thou enable them to 
perform the vow, and keep the covenant 
into which they are about to enter ; and 
may they long live in peace, harmony, 
and sincere affection. Be thou their God 
and guide all the days of their lives, and 
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bring them at last to praise thee fbrevef^ 
Amen. 

Minister. — You will please take ea^ 
other by the right hand. 

M. — [To the man.] Do you take this 
woman, whom you hold by the right 
hand, to be your lawful wife ; and do you 
promise, before God, to be to her a faith- 
ful and affectionate husband, UBtil iX 
shall please Grod to separate you by 
death? 

Ans. — I do. 

M. — [To the woman.] Do you take thai 
man, whom you hold by the right hand, 
to be your lawful husband; and do you 
promise, before God, to be unto him a 
faithful and affectionate wife, until it 
shall please God to separate you by 
death? 

Ans. — I doi 

M. — Inasmuch as you have thus entered 
into solemn covenant with each other ; 
by the authority vested in me as a minis* 
ter of the Gospel, and in accordance with 
the laws of God and man, I pronounce 
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70U lawful Hitsband and Wife; and, 
what God has joined, let not man put 
asunder. Amen. 



PRATER FOR THE SICK. 

Most Merciful Father ; thy days are 
without end, and thy mercies cannot be 
niunbered. We pray thee, teach us to 
feel how constantly, and how entirely, 
we are dependent upon thee for life, and 
health, and all that makes life desirable 
or comfortable. We know that we are 
weak and feeble, frail and perishing mor- 
tals; and we bless thee, that thou art 
mighty, and that thou changest not O 
Lord, may we rest in the assurance, that 
thy goodness and mercy will follow us 
all the days of our lives; and that 
although we are tried and afBdcted, yet, 
thy loving kindness shall not be utterly 
taken from us, aor thy faithfulness fail. 
In thy wisdom, O Lord, it hath pleased 
thee to lay thy chastening hand upon 



PRAYER FOR THE SICK. 117 

this, thy servant, and to bring his [or 
her] strength to weakness by sickness 
and distress. We pray, that while the 
body is weak, the spirit may be strong 
in the Lord. Give to him [or her] pa- 
tience and resignation to thy holy will. 
If consistent with thy good pleasure, we 
pray that this sickness may not be unto 
death, but that he [or she] may be re- 
stored again to health and soundness of 
body, and to the discharge of the accus- 
tomed duties of life. But if thou hast 
otherwise determined, we pray, O Lord, 
that thou wilt give to him [or her] that 
strong reliance upon thee which shall 
enable him [or her] to meet the great 
change with resignation, and in peace. 

Mgiy his [or her] soul be stayed on 
thee, and full of confidence in thy never- 
faiUng and all-sufficient grace ; and may 
thy holy Gospel be his [or her] comfort 
and support, when all else shall fail. 

Be pleased, O Lord, tobl«ss this family, 
and sanctify unto them, this, and all the 
dispensations of thy providence. Guide 
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US all, by the counsels of thy wisdom and 
love, through the changes and vicissi- 
tudes of Ufe, and bring us, at last, to thy 
kingdom above, through Clirist our Re- 
deemer. Amen. 
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Our Father in Heaven ; in thy word 
thou hast taught us to call upon thee in 
the day of trouble, and hast promised 
that thou wilt hear and deliver us. 
Great is thy faithfulness, O Lord, and 
thou art our strength when our hearts 
fail us. We offer our supplications to 
thee, our Help and our Redeemer, in 
behalf of this tender lamb of thy flock, 
whom it hath pleased thee to visit with 
sickness and distress. May it please thee, 
O Heavenly Father, to bless the means 
that are used for its recovery to health, so 
that it may yet live to bless and adorn 
this family circle. Spare, O Lord, spare 
these parents the bitter cup, that they 
must drink in the death of one so dear 
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and precious to their souls ; nevertheless, 
help thou them to pray, "Father, not 
our will, but thine be done." May they 
remember, that thou hast given them the 
precious treasure- for a season, and it is 
meet that thou shouldst take it to thyself, 
when it seemeth good in thy sight. And 
O God, wilt thou give them a faith so 
strong, that they may never murmur or 
complain, but always be reconciled to the 
allotments of thy providence. In the 
exercise of that faith, may they give this 
child to thee, from whom it came, and 
say, in meekness of spirit. It is the Lord, 
let him do according to his good pleasure. 
Be thou near to this family, ever and 
always. Prepare them, by thy grace, for 
all the duties and all the trials of life; 
and save them at last, with an everlast- 
ing salvation, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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FORM FOR A FUNERAL. 

Pastor. — Beloved Friends : We have 
assembled to sympathize with this af- 
flicted family, and to pay the last trib- 
ute to the earthly remains of a departed 
fellow-being. Let us devoutly and rev- 
erently attend to the Holy Scriptures, 
which are given for our instruction and 
comfort. 

Although afflicti(Hi cometh not forth of 
the dust, neither doth trouble spring out 
of the ground; yet man is bom imto 
trouble, as the sparks fly upward. The 
Lord killeth, and maketh alive ; he bring- 
eth down to the grave and bringeth up. 
Behold, happy is the man whom God 
correcteth. My son, despise not the 
chastening of the Lord, neither be weary 
of his correction; for whom the Lord 
loveth, he correcteth, even as the father, 
the son in whom he delighteth. For our 
light aflaiiction, which is but for a mo- 
ment, worketh for us a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory ; while 
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we took not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are unseen ; for 
the things which are seen are temporal, 
but the things which are unseen are eter- 
nal. Now, no chastening, for the pres- 
ent, seemeth to be joyous, but grievous ; 
nevertheless, afterward, it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them that are exercised thereby. God is 
our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff, they 
comfort me. 

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you 
the Gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, and wherein 
ye stand. Por I delivered unto you, first 
of all, that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins, according to 
the Scriptures ; and that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day, 
according to the Scriptures. Now, if 

11 
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Christ be preached, that he rose from the 
dead, how say some among you, that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? 
But if there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then is not Christ risen. And if 
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, 
and we are found false witnesses of God ; 
because we have testified of God, that he 
raised up Christ, whom he raised not up, 
if so be that the dead rise not. But now 
is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the first fruits of them that slept. For 
since by man came death, by man came, 
also, the resurrection of the dead ; for as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive. But every man in his own 
order; Christ the first fruits ; afterward 
they that are Christ's at his coming. 
Then cometh the end, when he shall 
have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father, when he shall have put 
down all rule, and all authority and 
power. For he must reign till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet. The 



%• 
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last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death. 

Behold, I show you a mystery; we 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump; for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal must 
put on immortality. So when this cor- 
ruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written: Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is 
thy victory ? The sting of death is sin, 
and the strength of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

P. — Thus saith the Scriptures; and 
thus full of comfort, and rich in the bless- 
edness of hope, is God's holy word. It 
teaches us, that although there are sor- 
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rows through which we must all pass ; 
and afSliction, disease, and death, are the 
ills that unavoidably attend us, on earth ; 
yet, they come not unbidden of God. 
They are not the accidental evils of a 
world of confusion and anarchy ; neither 
are they the ungracious inflictions of a 
vindictive enemy. But they come forth 
from the hand of the Lord, and are the 
wise, salutary, and merciful ordinances 
of a kind and benevolent Father. His 
ways may appear dark and inscrutable 
to us, but they are light with him, and in 
them, he is continually carrying out the 
gracious plans of his government, by 
means which his infinite wisdom sees to 
be best. The same Almighty Being, who 
made the sun to shine upon the evil and 
the good, sends also the tempest, and is 
equally good in the sunshine and the 
storm. This world was not made for the 
dwelling-place of uninterrupted felicity, 
neither was it intended for man's perma- 
nent and final home. Hence, the pages 
of our experience here, are wet with 
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many tears ; and the same wisdom and 
goodness which ordained us to be bom, has 
also decreed that we must die. Happy 
is it for us, if our tears are shed in meek 
and humble submission to the will of 
God, who rules all things well ; thrice 
happy, if, in the strength of an unfalter- 
ing faith, we can look upon death as the 
door of entrance to that *' city which hath 
foimdations, whose builder and maker is 
God" — as the gate through which we 
go to that blessed coimtry, where " the 
wicked cease from troubling and the 
weary are at rest." With such a faith, 
death is disrobed of his terrors, for he be- 
comes the messenger of a Father's love, 
kindly sent to take us to our final home ; 
and we can leave the time, and the man- 
ner of our departure, with God, knowing, 
that as he appoints, so it is best. 

Let the mourners remember the words 
of the Saviour: "Blessed are they that 
mourn, for they shall be comforted;" and 
let them not mourn as those that have no 
hope. Let them remember, that death is 

11* 



126 FORM FOR A FUNERAL. 

not the end of man, for it is to be swal- 
lowed up of life. Let them contemplata 
the departed, not ^s dead, but as aUve, 
and with Christ. And although a tie 
that bound them to earth has been sun- 
dered, it has been added to those that 
bind them to heaven and to God. Above 
all, let them look up, and trust in the 
Lord; and hope, in cheerful confidence, 
for that time, when they shall meet again 
**the loved and the lost," and dwell for- 
ever in that land, where death cannot 
enter, and parting scenes are known no 
more. 

PRAYER. 
Almighty and most merciful Father in 
heaven; we bless thee, that from ever- 
lasting to everlasting thou art God, were 
all the nations dead. Though we do all 
fade as a leaf, and our lives are as a 
shadow that fleeth away, yet thou, Lord, 
remainest, and thy years shall not fail. 
We praise thee, that thou art the rock of 
our defence, and the strong tower of our 
hope. Thou hast taught us to call upon 



FOKM FOB A FUKERAL. 1?7 

ttiee in trouble, and promised to h^r u^, 
when we ery unto thee out pf th^ depths 
of auction. Be pleased to accept, O 
liord, our humble thanks, for the comr 
fortiug assurance thou hast given us, 
that thou hast a benevolent interest in 
our welfare; so that no sigh of ours 
escapes thine ear, nor falls a tear unno- 
ticed of thy all-seeing eye. 

We pray, O God, that thou wilt be 
very near imto us, on this solemn occa- 
sion ; and hear our prayer in behalf of 
these afSlicted friends, from whom it hath 
pleased thee to remove one, who, in life, 
was very dear to their hearts. We be- 
seech thee, O Lord, regard them in the 
tenderness of thy compassion, and sanc- 
tify unto them this bereavement, in such 
a manner, that they may be able to say, 
**It is good for us that we have been 
aflBlicted." Teach them to know thy 
holy will, and to bow in humble and 
patient resignation to this dispensation 
of thy providence. And O, heavenly 
Father, grant that the consoling influ- 
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ences of thy Gospel may be abundantly 
imparted unto them; causing them to 
hope in thy salvation, and enabling them 
to say, in submission to thee, " The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord." May 
all the relatives of the deceased, and all 
that are nearly affected by this event, 
remember that thou dost not ** afflict wil- 
lingly, nor grieve, the children of men, 
but though thou cause grief, yet wilt 
thou have compassion according to the 
multitude of thy tender mercies." To 
thy care and keeping, and to the rich 
consolations of thy holy religion, we 
commend this company of mourners; 
and we supplicate the throne of mercy 
and grace in their behalf; that thou will 
cause thy divine Hght to shine upon the 
darkness of this their hour of sorrow ; give 
them patience and resignation, and com- 
fort their hearts as thou only art able to 
comfort them. 

O Lord, bless those that have assem- 
bled here. May we all learn how short 
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is life, ^n4 how uncertg^iu ihe tenure by 
whieh it is heW; and may wp so number 
QUr days, as to apply our hearts to wis- 
dom- Hear us, O Lord, in hestven, tliy 
dwelling-place; when thau bearest, an- 
swer, ?Lnd forgive ; and unto tlay nam^ be 
th^ glory, " as it was m the beginning, isf 
now, £tnd ever shall be^ wo^ld wii^QUt 
end-" Amen. 

BENEDICTION. 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be with us 
all, now and evermore. Amen. 

SHORT SERVICE, PROPER TO BE 
USED AT THE GRAVE. 

Pastor. — The dust shall return to 
the earth as it was. and the spirit shall 
return unto God who gave it. We have 
committed the body to the earth, looking 
for the resurrection of the dead and the 
glorious appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned lil$:e unto his 
glorious body. I would not have you 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
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which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope. 
For if we beUeve that Jesus died, and 
rose again, even so, them also which 
sleep in Jesus shall God hring with him. 
And now, O Heavenly Father, the 
graves are around us, and we Uft our 
voices to thee in prayer, for thou only art 
our strength and our hope. Be thou 
near to us, in the day of trouble, and 
make haste to deliver us ; and may great 
grace be upon us, with faith and love, 
through him who hath said, I am the 
resurrection and the life. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR A WIDOW AND HER 

CHILDREN. 

O God, to whom belongeth the ful- 
ness of wisdom and love ; it has pleased 
thee to lay thy chastening hand heavily 
on thy servant, our sister, in taking from 
her the light of her house, her earthly 
stay and support. And now that earth's 
fondest idol is shattered by death, may 
she look up to thee, and feel that thou art 
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her only helper in this time of trouble ; 
and while that arm, upon which she has 
hitherto so fondly leaned, is removed, 
may thy Almighty arm be outstretched 
for her aid and defence. Be thou near to 
her. and realize unto her stricken spirit 
the truth of that sacred word, that thou 
art " the widow's God." To thee may 
she direct her prayer ; and wilt thou, O 
Lord, impart unto her abundantly of the 
consolations of the Gospel of peace and 
salvation. May she not mourn as those 
that have no hope, but trust in thee, and 
be comforted by faith in the life that is to 
come. 

And O, Heavenly Father, be gracious, 
we beseech thee, to these bereaved chil- 
dren. Though an earthly parent is gone, 
teach them early, that they have still a 
Father in heaven, for thou art the father 
of the fatherless. Be pleased to have 
them ever, in thy holy care and keeping. 
Spare them long, to be a blessing to 
their surviving parent. Make them kind 
to one another, and loving and duti- 
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ful to their mother. Preserre them, we 
pray thee, from the evils and temptations 
of the world ; and if oppression or wrong 
shall be upon them, O do thou plead 
their cause, and appear in their behalf. 
To thy care We commend them, with all 
their interests, for time and eternity. 
Bless them all the days of this life, and 
crown them with immortality at last, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



FORM FOR THE INDUCTION OF A 
PASTOR INTO HIS OFFICE. 

[One of the Elders, or some Minister, may offi- 
ciate, and the service may be as follows ;] 

Elder. — The voice of him that crieth 
in the wilderness : Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord. 

Response. — Make straight in the des- 
ert a highway for our God. 

E. — Every valley shall be exalted, 
and every mountain and hiU shall be 
made low, 
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R.— And the crooked ishall be made 
straight, and the rough places plain ; 

E. — And the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it td- 
gether. 

R. — For the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it. 

E.— The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth, 

R. — But the word of our God shall 
stand forever. 

E. — How beautiful upon the moun- 
tains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publisheth salvation ; 

R.— That saith unto Zion, Thy God 
reigneth. 

E. — Thy watchmen shall lift up the 
voicC) with the voice together shall they 
sing. 

R.-^For they shall see eye to eye, 
when the Lord shall bring again Zion. 

E. — Break forth into joy; sing to- 
gether, ye waste places of Jerusalem ; 

R. — For the Lord hath comforted his 
people ; he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 

12 
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E. — The Lord hath made bare his 
holy arm, in the eyes of all the nations ; 

R. — And all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our God. 

E. — The Lord hear thee, in the day of 
trouble ; the name of the God of Jacob 
defend thee; send thee help from the 
sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of 
Zion; remember all thy offerings, and 
accept thy burnt sacrifice; grant thee 
according to thine own heart, and ftilfil 
all thy counsel. We will rejoice in thy 
salvation, and in the name of our God 
we will set up our banners. The Lord 
fulfil all thy petitions. 

But when he saw the multitudes, he 
waus moved with compassion on them, 
because they fainted, and were scattered 
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 
Then, saith he unto his disciples, the har- 
vest truly is plenteous, but the laborers 
are few. Pray ye, therefore, the Lord 
of the harvest, that he will send forth 
laborers into his harvest. 

And he gave some apostles, and some 
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prophets, and some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the minis- 
try, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ. 

This is a true saying. If a man desire 
the office of a bishop, he desireth a good 
work. A bishop, then, must be blame- 
less, vigilant, sober, of good behavior; 
given to hospitality, apt to teach. Preach 
the word ; be instant in season, out of 
season ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
long-suffering and doctrine. 

HYMN. 

Clerk. — Brethren, I have the pleas- 
ure to announce, that Brother A. B., who 
has been elected pastor of this Church, is 
now present, and ready to enter upon the 
duties of his office. 

[The Pastor elect will advance to the front of 
the desk.] 

Elder. — My beloved brother ; in the 
name and in behalf of this Church, I 
welcome you as its pastor ; and I give 
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you this right hand, as a token and a 
pledge of our Christian fellowship and 
love. We offer you a place, not only in 
our Church, but also in our respect, our 
confidence, and in the affections of our 
hearts. We assure you, also, that our best 
efforts shall be put forth to make your 
labors and residence among us pleasant 
and agreeable. You will now take your 
place as the leading officer of this 
Church; and we pray that God will 
strengthen you in the performance of all 
the duties of your office, and give us 
grace to profit by your instructions and 
example. 

( The Pastor will take his place in the desk, and 
make such remarks as he may deem appropriate, 
Of proceed as follows : ] 

Dearly beloved brethren : In assuming 
the relation of pastor and people, and in 
entering upon the peculiar duties growing 
out of that relationship, it becomes us to 
remember how constantly and entirely 
we are dependent upon God, for all pros- 
perity or success : and to beware that we 
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lean not upon an arm of flesh. However 
ardent may be our zeal, or strong our 
confidence, that we shall prosper, let us 
not forget, that, "except the Lord build 
the house, they labor in vain that build 
it ;" and " though Paul may plant, and 
ApoUos water, God only can give the 
increase." It becomes us, therefore, as 
the first act of this imion, to humble our- 
selves before God : unitedly and devoutly 
to seek from him that wisdom, which is 
so necessary for our guidance, and that 
divine aid, without which, all our efforts 
will be vain and fruitless. Let us remem- 
ber, also, that God has promised his 
blessing to those that diligently seek him, 
and given us his gracious assurance that 
those who trust in him shall not be 
ashamed or confoimded. Relying upon 
that Almighty arm, which is never short- 
ened that it cannot save, and realizing 
that our helper is God, let us engage in 
the work before us, and with united and 
loving hearts, strive together for the faith 
jof the Gospel. Let us pray. 
12* 
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Almighty Father; thou who a?t die 
trust and confidence df thy people, mui 
the hope of those that call upon thy h<dy 
name ; hear our prayer, we beseech thee, 
and grant thy Divine blessing upon the 
union now consummated, betwe^i thy 
servant and this Church of the Loid 
Jesus Christ May he deeply feel tknB 
solemn responsibilities of the station he 
has assumed, and so seek thy guidance 
and wisdom, that he may discharge all 
its sacred duties in such a manner, as 
shall meet the approbation of the great 
Shepherd and Bishop of souls. O, heav- 
enly Father; grant that he may ever 
ocMDie to this people in all the fulness of 
the blessing of the Gospel of Christ, and 
rightly divide the word, giving to each a 
portion in due season. May his mission 
be one of encouragement to the weak, 
hope to the desponding, strength to the 
tempted, support to the worn and weary, 
pardon to the penitent, and Ught and joy 
to the sick, the dying, and the afflicted. 
And, O Lord, be pleased to give him 
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many souls as the fruit of his l^bor, in 
the vineyard of his Divine Master. 

May it please thee. O God. to regard 
in much mercy this hranch of thy Zicm. 
Give to the people the hearing ear and 
the understanding heart. May they give 
diligent heed to the instructions of thy 
servant, and esteem him for his work 
sake. May they strengthen his hands, 
and encourage his heart, by their united 
zeal and devotion to the interests of the 
cause of the blessed Redeemer. May 
they be teachable and dutiful, and may 
no root of bitterness spring up among 
them, to disturb their harmony, or mar 
tlieir peace. 

Hear, O God, our prayer; grant ;is 
grace to live to thy glory, and to devote 
ourselves wholly unto thee. And when 
we shall have done serving thee on earth, 
wilt thou receive us to the upper and 
better sanctuary, through Christ our 
Redeemer. Amen. 
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POEM FOR THE INDUCTION OP AN 
ELDEB, OB ELDEBS. 

Pastor. — Beloved brethren : inasmuch 
as the office of an Elder was deemed 
essential in the early history of the 
Church, it is still meet that Elders should 
be appointed to rule among us. 

Clerk. — Brothers A. B., C. D., etc., 
have been elected Elders of this Church, 
and are now present and ready to assume 
the duties of their office. 

[ The Elders advance in front.] 

Pastor. — Let the Elders that rule 
well, be counted worthy of double honor, 
especially they who labor in word and 
doctrine. To your trust are committed 
affairs of importance. You are to be 
leading officers of this Church. You 
are to assist the Pastor in his duties, by 
your counsel and advice ; to have a gen- 
eral superintendence of the affairs of the 
Church, and take charge of its orphans, 
if any should be left to its care. You 
are constituted a committee to invest!- 
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gate and report upon all applications for 
membership, and all cases of difficulty 
between membersj which may call for the 
action of the Church, and perform such 
other duties as the welfare of the Church 
may require. 

With these duties before you, do you 
promise that you will perform them faith- 
fully, according to the grace that shall be 
given you. 

Ans. — I do. 

Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in Heaven ; we 
look to thee as our only unfailing coun- 
sellor and guide. Do thou, O Lord, im- 
part richly of thy wisdom and grace to 
these Elders, who are now appointed to 
rule among us. Grant imto them, we 
pray thee, understanding and strength, 
discretion and judgment, that they may 
discharge every duty with fidelity, and 
in a manner to meet thine acceptance. 
May they be blessed of thee, in all their 
labors of love ^and duty, and prove a 
blessing to this Church, and an («nam^it 
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to their Christian profession ; and at last, 
may they unite with the Elders around 
the throne, in praising thee forevermore. 
Amen. 

Pastor. — And when they had or- 
dained them Elders in every Church, and 
had prayed with fasting, they com- 
mended them to the Lord, on whom they 
believed. And now, brethren, in behalf 
of this Church, I greet you as its Elders,* 
and I commend you to God, and the 
word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and give you an inheritance 
among them that are sanctified. 

[It is proper for the Elders, in a meeting of the 
Church, to sit upon the right hand of the Pastor.] 



FORM FOR THE INDUCTION OF A 
DEACON OR DEACONS. 

Pastor. — Then the twelve called the 
multitude of the disciples, and said unto 
them, It is not meet that we should leave 
the word of God, and serve tables. 



INDUCTION OF A DEACON. 143 

Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among 
you men of honest report, full of the 
Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may 
appoint over this business. 

Clerk. — Brothers A. B., C. D., &c., 
have been elected deacons of this Church, 
and are now readv to assume the duties 
of their office. 

[The Deacons will here advance in front.] 

P. — Likewise must the Deacons be 
grave, not double-tongued, not given to 
much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; 
holding the mystery of faith in a pure 
conscience. And let these also first be 
proved ; then let them use the office of a 
Deacon, being found blameless. 

For they that have used the office of a 
Deacon well, purchase to themselves a 
good degree, and great boldness in the 
faith, which is in Jesus Christ. 

Brethren, you are to have the charge 
of the finances of the Church. It is your 
duty to investigate all appUcations for 
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relief, and administer the same according 
to your judgment. You are to attend to 
the sick, and see that they are properly 
cared for ; and also to the burial of the 
dead, when requested. You are to pro- 
vide for the table, and assist at commun- 
ion ; and also to make provisions for the 
comfort and convenience of the Church, 
at its meetings. You are to audit all 
bills and accoimts, and no money can be 
drawn from the treasury without your 
order. You are to have the general man- 
agement of all the temporal affairs of the 
Church, and report your doings as re- 
quired by its constitution. Do you prom- 
ise to perform these duties, in the fear of 
God, and according to your best ability ? 

Ans. — I do. 

Pastor. — Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we implore thy blessing 
upon these servants, who are now to labor 
as the Deacons of this Church. Guide 
them, we pray thee, in the discharge of 
every duty. Make them ever faithful in 
thy service, and may they be as pillars in 
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lliy tanple. Keep us all in thy fear and 
wisdom, and save us at last with an 
everlasting salvation. Amen. 

Pastor: — And now, in behalf of this 
Church, I greet you as its Deacons, and 
welcome you to your labors, and com- 
mend you to the confidence of the breth- 
ren. 

[The Deacons may properly be seated at the left 
hand of the Pastor.] 
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Acting Clerk. — A. B. has been elected 
Clerk of this Church, and is ready to 
enter upon the duties of his office. 

[The Clerk will advance in front of the desk.] 

Pastor. — My Brother : It is made your 
duty to keep a fair and impartial record 
of all the proceedings of this Church, and 
to exhibit the same when called for. You 
are to keep an account of all admissions' 
of members, dedications, or baptisms of 
children, marriages and deaths of mem- 

13 
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bers, to be furnished you by the Pastor. 
You aie to keep the accounts between 
this Church and its members, collect and 
receive all moneys due the Church, and 
pay them over to the Steward; taking his 
receipt therefor. You are to make out 
and sign all certificates and documents, 
notify all meetings, and conduct the gen- 
eral correspondence of the Church. Will 
you undertake, and faithfully perform 
these duties, according to your best 
abiUty? 

Ans. — I will. 

P. — Be faithful, and your book shall 
be one of sacred remembrances ; and may 
it present a fair report to other genera- 
tions. You will now take charge of the 
books and papers of this Church. 



FORM FOR INDUCTION OF A STEW- 
ARD. 

Clerk. — A. B. has been elected Stew- 
ard of this Church, and is ready to 
assume the duties of his office. 
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Pastor. — My Brother: Your office is 
one of peculiar trust, and highly import- 
ant to the temporal prosperity of this 
Church. You are to have the custody 
of all the funds and effects of the Church, 
and to be its Treasurer. You are to 
receive all moneys from the Clerk, 
giving your receipt, therefor, and to pay 
them out only, on the order of the Dea- 
cons. You are to keep an account of 
your receipts and disbursements, and 
report the amoimt of money in the treas- 
ury, at each meeting of the Church, and 
make such other reports as may be called 
for. Your books are to be open to the 
inspection of the members ; and you are 
not to use the funds of the Church, in 
your business, or pay them out of your 
hands, except for purposes duly author- 
ized; but you must be ready, at any 
moment, to meet all drafts made upon 
you, to the full amount of the financial 
ability of the Church. 

Do you promise faithfully to perform 
these duties, to the extent of your ability? 
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Ans. — I do. 

P. — Be fsdtliful to your stewaidsbip, 
and when your aoconnt is lendeied, you 
shall receive the plaudit, Well dcme, good 
and fidthful senrant 



HYMNS. 



OPENING. 

1, L. M. Watts. 

Praise to the Creator, 

1 Before Jehovah's awful throne, 

Ye nations, bow with sacred joy; 
Know that the Lord is God alone, 
He can create and he destroy. 

2 His sovereign power, without our aid, 

Made us of clay, and formed us men ; 
And when, like wandering sheep, we strayed, 
He brought us to his fold again. 

3 We '11 crowd thy gates with thankful songs, 

High as the heaven our voices raise ; 
And earth, with her ten thousand tongues, 
Shall fill thy courts with sounding praise. 

4 Wide as the world is thy command ; 

Vast as eternity thy love ; 
Firm as a rock thy truth shall stand. 
When rolling years shall cease to move. 
13* 
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J. L. M. Watw. 

Praite to ihe Creator, 

1 From all that dwell below the skies, 
Let the Creator's praise arise ; 

Let the Redeemer's name be sung, 
Through every land, by every tongue« 

2 Eternal are thy mercies, Lord; 
Eternal truth attends thy word ; 

Thy praise shall sound from shore to shores 
Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

3, 7s. M. BowwTO. 

Supplication. 

1 When before thy throne we kneel, 

Filled with awe and holy fear, 
Teach us, our God, to feel 
All thy sacred presence near. 

2 Check each proud and wandering thought. 

When on thy great name we call ; 
Man is nought — is less than nought : 
Thou, our God, art all in all. 

3 Weak, imperfect creatures, we 

In this vale of darkness dwell ; 
Yet presume to look to thee 
'Midst thy light ineffable. 

4 0, receive the praise that dares 

Seek thy heaven-exalted throne ; 
Bless our oflferinffs, hear our prayensi , 
Infinite and Holy One ! 
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4. S. M. 

Gospel Worship and Order. 

1 Great is the Lord our God, 
And let his praise be great ; 

He makes the church his blest abode, 
His most delightful seat. 

2 Par as thy name is known, 
The world declares thy praise ; 

Thy saints, O Lord, before thy throne, 
Their songs of honor raise. 

3 Let strangers walk around 
The city where we dwell, 

Compass and view the holy ground. 
And mark the building well ; 

4 The order of thy house, 
The worship of thy court, 

The cheerful songs, the solemn vows ; 
And make a fair report. 

5, 8 & 7s. M. 

Address to Jesus. 

1 Love divine, all love excelling, 

Joy of heaven, to earth come down; 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

All thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion ; 

Pure, unchanging love thou art ; 
Visit us with thy salvation, 

Enter every trembling heart. 
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2 Gome, thou mighty to deliyer, 
Let us all thy grace lecehre; 

Suddenly letam, and never, 
Never more thy temple leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing. 
Serve thee as thy hosts above ; 

Bless and praise thee without ceasing, 

* Glory in thy perfect love. 



6. c. j«. 

Presence of Christ delightful. 

1 O THE delights, the heavenly joys, 

The glories of the place, 
Where Jesus sheds the brightest beams 
Of his overflowing grace ! 

2 Sweet majesty and perfect love * 

Sit smiUng on his brow, 
And all the glorious ranks above 
At humble distance bow. 

3 Princes, to his imperial name, 

Bend their bri^t sceptres down ; 
Dominions, thrones, and powers rejoice 
To see him wear the crown. 

4 Archangels sound his lofty praise 

Through every heavenly street, 
And lay their highest honors down 
Submissive at his feet. 
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7. L. M. 

Pleasures of Friendship, 

1 How pleasing is the scene, how sweet, 

When kindred souls in friendship join, 
Whose joys and cares united meet 
In bands of amity divine ! 

2 Less fragrant was the ointment poured 

On Aaron's consecrated head, 
When bahny sweets, profusely showered, 
Down to nis sacred vesture spread. 

3 Not flowery Hermon e'er displayed, 

Impearled with dew, a fairer sight ; 
Nor Zion's beauteous hills, arrayed 
In golden beams of morning light. 

4 *T is here the Lord, indulgent, sheds 

His kindest gifts, a heavenly store ; 
With life immortal crowns their heads, 
When earth's frail comforts please no more. 

8. L. M. 

Christian Union. 

1 How blest the sacred tie that binds 
In union sweet according minds ! 

How swift the heavenly course they niti, 
Whose hearts, whose faith, whose hopes are 
one! 

2 Their streaming eyes together flow 
For human guilt and mortal woe ; 
Their ardent prayers together rise, 
Like mingling flames in sacrifice. 
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3 Their hearts together seek the place 
Where God reveals his smiling face ; 
How high, how strong, their raptures swell. 
There 's none but kindred souls can telL 

4 Nor shall the glowing flame expire 
When nature droops her sickening fire ; 
Then shall they meet in realms aboYe «- 
A heaven of joy, because of love. 

9. s. M. 

Fwrt Devotion. 

1 Let pure devotion rise, 
And kindle to a flame. 

Ascend like incense to the skies, 
In our Redeemer's name. 

2 His word, like drops of dew, 
Descends on every heart, 

Subdues and fashions us anew, 
And bids our sins depart. 

3 His grace our faith sustains. 
And dissipates our fear. 

Binds all our wounds, abates our pains. 
And gives us comforts here. 

4 He bids our willing eyes 

Look through the gloomy shade, 
To joys immortal in the slaes. 
That never cloy nor fade. 
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10. C. M. Watts. 

Going to Church. 

1 How did my heart rejoice to hear 

My friends devoutly say, 
** In Zion let us all appear, 
And keep the solemn day ! " 

2 Tip to her courts, with joys unknown, 

The holy tribes repair ; 
The Son of David holds his throne, 
And sits in judgment, there. 

3 Peace be within this sacred place, 

And joy a constant guest ; 
With holy gifts and heavenly grace 
Be her attendants blest. 

4 My soul shall pray for Zion still, 

while life or breath remains ; 
There my best friends, my kindred, dweU ; 
There God, my Saviour, reigns. 

11. L. M. 

At the Forming of a Church. 

1 O God of Zion ! from thy throne 
Look with an eye of pity down ; 

Thy church now humbly makes her prayer; 
Thy church, the object of thy care. 

2 We need defence from all our foes, 
We need relief from all our woes ; 
If earth and hell should yet assail. 
Let neither earth nor hell prevail. 
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3 Near to each other, and to thee^ 
Lord, bring us all in unity ; 

O, pour thy Spirit from on high, 
And all our numerous wants supply* 

4 O, show that in our low estate 
No blessing for us is too great ; 

We plead thy Son, we plead thy wordy 

Founder, Patron, bounteous Lord ! 

12, S. M. MOHTOOMBBT. 

The Lord's Prayer, 

1 Our Heavenly Father, hear 
The piuyer we offer now : — 

Thy name be hallowed far and near, 
To ^ee all nations bow. 

2 Thy kingdom come ; thy will 
On earth be done in love, 

As saints and seraphim fulfil 
Thy perfect law above. 

3 Our daily bread supply. 
While by thy word we live j 

The guilt of our iniquity 
Forgive, as we forgive. 

4 From dark temptation's power 
Our feeble hearts defend ; 

Deliver in the evil hour, 
And guide us to the end. 
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5 Thine, then, forever be 
Glory and power divine ; 
The sceptre, throne, and majesty 
Of heaven and earth are uine. 

13. CM. Jmvis. 
Homage and Devotion. 

1 With sacred joy we lift our eyes 

To those bright realms above — 
That glorious temple in the skies 
Where dwells eternal love. 

2 Thee we adore, and, Lord, to thee 

Our filial duty pay ; 
Thy service, unconstrained and free, 
Conducts to endless day. 

3 While in thy house of prayer we kneel 

With trust and holy fear. 
Thy mercy and thy truth reveal, 
And lend a gracious ear. 

4 With fervor teach our hearts to pray, 

And tune our lips to sing ; 
Nor from thy presence cast away 
The sacrifice we bring. 

14, C. M. Cappu's Ski.. 

Prayer for Divine Direction. 

1 Eternal Source of life and light, 
Supremely good and wise. 
To thee we bring our grateful vows, 
To thee lift up our eyes. 
14 
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2 Our daik and erring minds illume 

With truth's celestial rays ; 
Inspire our hearts with sacred love. 
And tune our lips to praise. 

3 Safely conduct us, by thy grace, 

Tluroug^ life's perplexing road ; 
And place us, when that journey 's o*er, 
At thj right hand, O (rod. 

15, S. M. DW1»HT. 

Attachment to the Church. 

1 I LOVE thy church, O God ; 
Her walls before thee stand, 

Dear as the apple of thine eye. 
And graven on thy hand. 

2 For her my tears shall fall ; 
For her my prayers ascend ; 

To her my cares and toils be given. 
Till toils and cares shall end. 

3 Beyond my highest joy 

I prize her heavenly ways, 
Her sweet communion, solemn vows. 
Her hymns of love and praise. 

4 Father and Friend divine. 
Our Saviour and our King, 

Thy hand, from every snare and foe, 
Shall great deliverance bring. 
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CLOSING. 

16. L. M. Bf.Hbbbb. 

Close of Service, 

1 Lord, now we part in thy blest name, 
In which we here together came, 
Grant us, our few remaining days, 
To do thy will, and spread thy praise. 

2 Teach us in life and death to bless 

The Lord, our strength and righteousness ; 
And grant us all to meet above. 
To praise in higher strains of love. 

17, 8 & 7s. M. 

Close of Service, 

1 Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing ; 

Fill our hearts with joy and peace ; 
Let us each, thy love possessing. 

Triumph in redeeming grace ; 
0, refresh us, &c.. 
Travelling through this wilderness ! 

2 Thanks we give, and adoration. 

For thy gospePs joyful sound ; 
May the fruits of thy salvation 

In our hearts and lives abound ! 
Ever faithful, &c., 
To the truth may we be found ! 



I$l^ 



Us fraiL cETii tp call mwnT, 
Brent ■&n azLn^ei? miij^ to besTCD, 

IS. S &: :^ IL 

Ofiaa wiie ihe docc ci lore. 

TnitHi^ tlie medium of diT void : 
Grre us each m lorin^ ^|Hii<« 
Let OS sfteak thy gnce abroad. 

2 Mar ^«^ grow in pore adectxm, 

J^ed an OTeidowino^ peace, 
LoTe as Jesus gires directkm. 

Lore die weikest child of grace. 
Jesus, may we now adoie diee. 

Feel our souls aspire aboTe ; 
Crown OS all widi ra]^ of gkxrj. 

Crown OS widi immortal love. 

19. L. M. 

A Cmnendtiam hecnumg tke Gmpd, 

1 When Jesus, oar great Master, came 
To teach us in his Father's name. 
In every act, in every thought, 
He lived the precepts which he taught. 
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2 So let our lips and lives express 
The holy gospel we profess ; 

So let our works and virtues shine, 
To prove the doctrine all divine. 

3 Thus shall we best proclaim abroad 
The honor of our Maker, God, 
When his salvation reigns within, 
And grace subdues the power of sin. 

4 Our flesh and sense must be denied. 
Passion and envy, lust and pride ; 

While justice, temperance, truth, and love. 
Our inward piety approve. 

6 What though we drink of sorrow's cup — 
Religion bears our spirits up ; 
Hope waits the coming of me Lord, 
And faith stands leaning on his word. 

20. L. M. 

JHsmissian, 

1 Dismiss us with thy blessing, Lprd; 
Help us to feed upon thy word ; 
All that has been amiss, forgive. 
And let thy truth within us live. 

2 Though we are guilty, thou art ffood ; 
Cleanse all our works in Jesus' blood; 
Give every burdened soul release, 
And bid us all depart in peace. 

14* 
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21. "fc- M- 

The Smme. 

1 Thanks Ux meides. Lord, leoeive; 

Budon of oar sins renew ; 
Teftch US henceforth how to lire 
With eternity in view. 

2 Bless thy word to old and young; 

Grant ns. Lord, thy peace and love ; 
And, when life's short lace is run, 
Take as to thy hoase ahoTe. 

22, 7s. M. Oowwa. 

The 



1 Now may he who ttam the dead 

Broogfat the Shepherd of the shee^^ 
Jesns Christ, our kuig and head. 
All our souls in safety keep. 

2 M^ he teach us to fulfil 

What is pleasing in his sight ; 
Perfect us in all lus will, 

And preserve us day and night. 

23. S. M. Watw. 

ProiK from aU Naiiims. 

1 Thy name, almighty Lord, 

Shall sound through distant lands; 
Great is thy grace, and sure thy word — 
Thy truth forever stands. 
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3 Far be thine honor spread, 
And long thy praise endure, 
Till morning light and evening shade 
Shall be exchanged no more. 

24. 7s. M. H. K. Warm. 

A Hymn at Parting. 

1 Christuns ! brethren ! ere we part, 
Every voice and every heart 

Join, and to our Father raise 
One last hymn of grateful praise. 

2 Though we here should meet no more, 
Yet there is a brighter shore ; 
There, released from toil and pain, 
There we all may meet again. 

3 Now to him who reigns in heaven 
Be eternal glory given ; 
Grateful for thy love divine, 

O may all our hearts be thine ! 



ADMISSION OF MEMBERS. 

25. L. M. Stbble. 

Invitations of the Gospel. 

1 Come, weary souls, with sins distressed. 
Come, and accept the promised rest ; 
The Saviour's gracious call obey. 
And cast your gloomy fears away. 
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2 Oppressed with guilt, a painiiil load, 
O, come, and spread your woes abroad ; 
DiTine compassion, inigfaty love, 
Will all the painful load remove. 

S Here mercy's boundless ocean flows. 

To cleanse your guilt and heal your woes ; 
Pemion, and life, and endless peace ; 
How rich the gift ! how free die grEu:e ! 

4 Lord, we accept, with thankful heart, 
The hope thy gracious words impart; 
We come ¥rith trembling, yet rejoice, 
And bless the kind, inviting voice. 

5 Dear Saviour ! let thy powerful love 
Confirm our faith, our fears remove ; 
And sweetly influence every breast. 
And guide us to eternal rest. 

26. C. M. Watts. 

Bdim of Christ. 

1 Lo ! what a glorious sight appears 

To our believing eyes ! 
The earth and seas are passed away. 
And the old rolling skies. 

2 Attending angels i^out for joy, 

And the bright armies sing — 
" Mortals, behold the sacred seat 
Of your descending King." 
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3 His own soft hand shall wipe the tears 

From every weeping eye, 
And pains, and groans, and griefs, and fears, 
And death itself, shall die. 

4 How long, dear Saviour ! O how long 

Shall this hright hour delay ? 
Fly swifter round, ye wheels of time, 
And bring the welcome day ! 

27. L- M. 

On receiving Members. 

1 Lord, we adore thy wondrous grace, 
Who crown*st the gospel with success ; 
Subjecting sinners to thy yoke, 

And bringing to the fold thy flock. 

2 May those who have thy truth confessed 
As their own faith, and hope and rest, 
From day to day still more increase 

In faith, in love, and holiness. 

3 As living members may they share 
The joys and griefs which others bear. 
And active in their stations prove 

In all the offices of love. 

4 From all temptations now defend. 
And keep them steadfast to the end ; 
While in thy house they still improve. 
Until they join the church above. 
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28. C. M. S. F. Smith. 
Ckrittian FeUonihip, 

1 Planted in Christ, the living vine. 

This day, with one accord. 
Ourselves, with humble faith and joy, 
We yield to thee, O Lord. 

2 Joined in one body may we be ; 

One inward life partake ; 
One be our heart ; one heavenly hope 
In every bosom wake. 

3 In prayer, in effort, tears, and toils, 

One wisdom be our guide ; 
Taught by one Spirit from above, 
In thee may we abide. 

4 Around this feeble, trusting band 

Thy sheltering pinions spread, 
Nor let the storms of trial beat 
Too fiercely on our head. 

29. S. M. Fawostt. 

The Same. 

1 Blest is the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love ; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

2 Before our Father's throne 
We pour our ardent prayers ; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims, are one. 
Our comforts and our cares. 
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3 We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear ; 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

4 From sorrow, toil, and sin, 
Soon shall we all be free, 

And perfect love and friendship reign 
Through all eternity. 

30. L. M. Ebllt. 

A Welcome to Christian Fellowship, 

1 Gome in, thou blessed of the Lord ! 

O, come in Jesus' precious name ! 
We welcome thee with one accord, 
And trust the Saviour does the same. 

2 Those joys which earth cannot afford, 

We '11 seek in fellowship to prove ; 
Joined in one spirit to our Lord, 
Together bound by mutual love. 

3 And while we pass this vale of tears. 

We 'U make our joys and sorrows known*; 
We '11 share each other's hopes and fears, 
And count a brother's care our own. 

4 Once more our welcome we repeat ; 

Receive assurance of our love : 
O, may we all together meet 

Around the throne of God above ! 
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31, CM. JULovxQQMERr. 

A Welcome to FeUonskip, 

1 Approach, thou blessed of the Lord ! 

Stranger nor foe art thou : 
We welcome thee with warm accord, 
Our friend, our brother, now. 

2 The hand of fellowship, the heart 

Of love, we offer thee : 
Leaving the world, thou dost but part \ 

From lies and vanity. I 

3 The cup of blessing which we bless, 

The heavenly bread we break, 
Our Saviour's blood and righteousness, — 
Freely with us partake. 

32. L- M. DoDDWDttl. 

On Joining the Chwrch, 

1 O, HAPPY day, that fixed my choice 
On thee, my Saviour and my Lord ! 
Well may this glowing heart rejoice. 
And tell its raptures all abroad ! 

fi O, happy bond, that seals my vows 
To Him who merits all my love ! 
Let cheerful anthems fill the house, 
While to his altar now I move. 

3 Now rest my long-divided heart ; 
Fixed on this blissful centre, rest ; 
Here have I found a nobler part ; 

Here heavenly pleasures fill my breast. 



\ 

\ 
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4 High Heaven, that hears the solemn tqw, 
That vow renewed shall daily hear ; ' 
Till in life's latest hour I bow, 
And bless in death a bond so dear. 
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33. s. M. 

Christian Watchfulness, 

1 Ye servants of the Lord, 
Each in your office wait, 

Observant of his heavenly word, 
And watchful at his gate. 

2 Let all your lamps be bright. 
And trim the golden flame ; 

Gird up your loins, as in his sight ; 
For holy is his name. 

3 Watch ! 't is your Lord's command ; 
And while we speak he 's near : 

Mark the first signal of his hand, 
And ready all appear. 

4 O happy servant he. 

In such a posture found ! 
He shall his Lord with rapture see, 
And be with honor crowned. 
15 
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U. H. M. 

BMuty and ExuUatUm of 2Siam* 

1 ZiON, tune thy voice, 

And raise thy hands on high ; 
Tell all the earth thy joys, 

And shout salvation nigh : 
Cheerful in God, arise and shine, 
And wide extend thy rays divine. 

2 He gilds thy morning face 

with heams that <;annot fade ; 
His all-resplendent grace 

He sheds upon thy head : 
Thy form the nations round shall view. 
Divinely crowned with lustre new, 

3 In honor to his name 

Reflect that sacred light. 
And loud that grace proclaim 

Which makes thy darkness bright ; 
His praise pursue, till sovereign love 
The glory raise in worlds above. 

35. L. M. MONTaOMEBT. 

A Pastor Wdcomed, 

1 We bid thee welcome in the name 

Of Jesus, our exalted Head : 
Gome as a servant ; so he came ; 
And we receive thee in his stead. 

2 Gome as an angel, hence to guide 

A band of pilgrims on their way ; 
That, safely walking at thy side, 
We never fail, nor faint, nor stray. 
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3 Come as a teacher sent from God, 

Charged his whole counsel to declare ; 
Lift o'er our ranks the prophet's rod, 
While we uphold thy hands with prayer. 

4 Come as a messenger of peace, 

Filled with the Spirit, fired with love ; 
Live to hehold our large increase, 
And die to meet us all ahove. 



36. 7s. M. E. PklBODY. 

Ordination or Instdttation. 

1 Lift aloud the voice of praise ! 

God, our Father and our Friend, 
Hear the prayer and song we raise ; 
Weak, yet trusting, we would bend. 

2 Lo ! another servant brought 

To the heritage of God ; — 
May he teach as Christ hath taught, 
Tread the path his Saviour trcKL 

3 To the vineyard may he come 

Girded with celestial might ; 
Skilled to draw thy children home, 
Taught to give the darkened light 

4 Unto thee a people bend, — 

Bind us heart to heart in love ; 
Flock and pastor, we would tend 
Ever toward our home above. 
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37. H. IL Mm. Case. 



1 Lord ! on tfay ^od's wall 

A fiuthf al watchman stands. 
And hears the solemn call 

Of anxioos, waiting bands, 
Who seek along the waning night 
Fw h^alds of diy coming light. 

2 O, may he never sleep 

Upon his weary post. 
Nor shrink, tiioogh round him sweep 

The storm's embattled host ; 
Bat, whatsoe'er the night may be. 
Stand firm in duty and in thee ! 

3 And let his yisioned eye 

Best on the truth sublime. 
That sin and woe shall fly 

Before advancing time. 
Till in thine own eternal day 
The latest tear hath passed away. 

4 And when his watch is done, 

O, let unclouded light. 
From heaven's all glorious sun 

Gleam on his closing si^t : — 
That all who see his death, shall knoW 
spirit walked with thee below. 
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38. 8s. & 7s. M. J. O. Apa». 

Charge to a Paster* 

1 Herald of the Lord's salvation, 

Watchful in thy station stand ; 
Heed the heavenly proclamation, 

Heed the Master's great command. 
Mark old Error's gathering forces 

Compassing our Zion round ; 
Know in Truth thine own resources — 

Give the trumpet's certain sound ! 

2 Christ proclaim in the new station, 

Herald, now assigned to thee ; 
That the waiting congregation 

God's salvation here may see. 
Christ proclaim — no line abating 

Of the counsel of the Lord ; 
From no promise deviating, 

From no precept, " preach the word." 

3 Then, God's blessing restin&f o'er thee, 

And his truth, by night, by day, 
Cloud and pillar bright before thee, 

Shall make glad thy gospel way ; 
Till, thy work well done, the greeting 

Of the Master will be given ; 
Till we rise to that one meeting — 

Pastor — people -r all — in heaven I 

16* 
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DEDICATION, OB BAPTISM. 

ChUdrm commended to Christ. 

1 Savioub ! who thy flock art feeding 

With the shef^erd's kindest caie, 
AH the feeble gently leading. 

While the lambs thy bosom share ; 

2 Now, these little ones receiving, 

Fold them in thy gracious ann ; 
There, we know — thy word belioTing — 
Only there, secure from harm. 

3 Never, from thy pasture roving, 

Let them be the lion'^ prey ; 
Let thy tenderness, so loving. 

Keep them in life's dangeroos way ; 

4 Then within thy fold eternal 

Let them find a resting place ; 
Feed in pastures ever vernal. 
Drink the rivers of thy grace. 

40. C. M. DODHBIMI. 

Children received bff Chritt, 

1 See Isnd's gentle She^^erd stand, 
With all-engaging charms ; 
Hark ! how he calls the tender lambs, 
And folds them in his arms ! 
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9 " Permit them to approach," he cries, 
'< Nor scorn their humhle name ; 
For 'twas to bless such souls as these 
The Lord of angels came." 

3 We bring them, Lord, by fervent pray 

And yield them up to thee ; 
Joyful that we ourselves are thine, 
Thine let our offspring be ! 

4 Ye little flock, with pleasure hear ; 

Ye children, seek his face ; 
And fly with transport to receivv 
The blessings of his grace. 

41. S. M. AadHTno 

i^mst calling Ckiidren to himself. 

1 The Saviour gently calls 
Our children to his breast ; 

He folds them in his gracious arms ; 
Himself declares them blest. 

2 " Let them approach," he cries, 
** Nor scorn their humble claim ; 

The heirs of heaven are such as these, 
For such as these I came." 

3 Gladly, we bring them. Lord, 
Devoting them to thee ; 

ImploriDg, that, as we are thine, 
liiine may our i^flspring be. 



/ 
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42. c. M. 

i^miSj Ummg 9r ifimg, m Ae Jims •/ CMU. 

1 Tht life I lead, my dearest Laid, 

With tianspoit all divine ; 
Thine image tnce^ in eveiy word* 
Hiy love in ewerj line. 

2 With joy, I see a thousand channs 

Spread o'er thy lovely fiice; 
While infiuits in thy tender aims 
Receive the smiling grace. 

3 ''I take these little lamhs," said he, 

" And lay them on my breast ; 
Protection they shall find in me, — 
In me be ever blest 

4 *' Death may the bands of life unloose, 

But can't dissolve my love ; 
Millions of in&nt souls compose 
The &mily above." 

5 His words, ye happy parents, hear. 

And shout, with jojrs divine, 
" Dear Saviour ! all we have and are. 
Shall be forever thine." 

43 • L. M. W. BosTOH Coll. 

DediaOion of Children. 

I This child we dedicate to thee, 
O God of grace and purity ; 
Shield it from sin and threatening wrong, 
And let thy love its life prolong. 
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2 O, may thy Spirit gently draw 
Its willing soul to keep thy law ; 
May virtue, piety and truth, 
Dawn even with its dawning youth. 

3 Grant that, with true and faithful heart, 
We too may act the Christian's part, 
Cheered hy each promise thou hast given, 
And lahoring for the prize in heaven. 

44. ^S. M. BOWWH0. 

Infant Baptism, 

1 Drop the limpid waters now 
On the infant's sinless hrow ; 
Dedicate tha unfolding gem 
Unto Him who blessed the stem. 

2 Let our aspirations be 
Innocent as infancy ; / 

Pure the prayers that force the way, 
As the child for whom we pray. 

3 In the Christian garden we 
Plant another Christian tree ; 
Be its blossoms and its fruit 
Worthy of the Christian root. 

4 To that garden now we bring 
Waters from the living spring ; 
Bless the tree, the waters bless. 
Holy One ! with holiness. 
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5 When life's harvests all are past, 
O, transplant the tree, at last. 
To the fields where flower and tree 
Blossom through eternity. 

45. C. M. DoDDBIDaS. 

Hymn for Baptism, 

1 Baptized into our Saviour's death, 

Our souls to sin must die ; 
With Christ our Lord we live anew. 
With Christ ascend on high. 

2 There, hy his Father's side he sits. 

Enthroned divinely fair. 
Yet owns himself our Brother still, 
And our Forerunner there. 

3 Rise from these earthly trifles ! rise, 

On wings of faith and love ; 
Above our choicest treasure lies, — 
And be our hearts above. 

4 But earth and sin will draw us down. 

When we attempt to fly ; 
Lord, send thy strong, attractive power. 
To fix our souls on high. 

46. S. M. L. H. SlOOURNET. 

Baptisfn. 

1 Saviour, thy law we love, 
Thy pure example bless, 
And with a firm, unwavering zeal, 
Would in thy footsteps press. 



DEDICATION, OR BAPTISM. 179 

2 Not to the fiery pains 

By which the martyrs bled ; 
Not to the scourge, the thorn, the cross, 
Our favored feet are led ; — 

3 But, at this peaceful tide, 
Assembled in thy fear. 

The homage of obedient hearts 
We humbly oll'er here. 

47. C. M. Jas. Newtoh. 

After Baptism. 

1 Let plenteous grace descend on those, 

Who, hoping in thy word. 
This day have solemnly declared 
That Jesus is their Lord. 

2 With cheerful feet may they advance, 

And run the Christian race. 
And, through the troubles of the way, 
Find all-sufficient grace. 

3 Lord, plant us all into thy death, 

That we thy life may prove, — 
Partakers of thy cross beneath. 
And of thy crown above. 



190 

ooivsoLATomr. 

48. L. M. A. F. 

1 Bkiuxo die leign of sin and death, 

Berond the precincts of the tomb, 
Tliere is a bright and beauteoos land. 
Where floweis perennial ever bloom. 

2 Bye hath not seen, nor heart conceived. 

The glories of that Uest abode ; 
Oceans of light, and life, and joy. 
Flow round it from the throne of God. 

3 Onr Father, in his boundless love. 

Hath there prepared a bonnteous feast ; 
And the whole kindred of mankind 
Shall share in the divine repast 

4 Infinite grace will be the theme I^7> 

Of those Uest songs, thro* Heaven's brignt 
And love supreme will fill each soul. 
While ages roll their years away. 

49^ C. M. M. H. WlLUAKS. 

PMU Wor^, 

I Whilb thee I seek, protecting Power, 
Be my vain wishes stiUed ; 
And may this consecrated hour 
With better hopes be filled. 
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2 Thy love the power of thought bestowed ; 

To thee my thoughts would soar ; 
Thy mercy o'er my life has flowed — 
That merey I adore. 

3 In each event of life, how clear 

Thy ruling hand I see ! 
Each blessing to my soul more dear 
Because conferred by thee. 

4 In every joy that crowns my dayd, 

In every pain I bear, 
My heart shall find delight in praise, 
Or seek relief in prayer. 

50. c. M. 

Resignation and Rest, 

1 When I survey life's varied scene, 

Amidst the darkest hours. 
Bright rays of comfort shine between, 
And thorns are mixed with flowers^ 

2 This thought can all my fears control, 

And bid my sorrows fly : 
No harm can ever reach my soul 
Beneath my Father's eye. 

3 Whatever thy sacred will ordains, 

O ffive me strength to bear; 
And let me know my Father reigns, 
And trust his tender care. 

16 
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4 If cares and sorrows me surround. 
Their power why should I fear ? 
My inward peace they cannot wound. 
If thou, my God, art near. 

51. C.M. 

God, ike Refuge of the Afflicted. 

1 Affliction is a stormy deep, 

Where wave resounds to wave ; 
Though o*er our heads the billows roll, 
We know the Lord can save. 

2 When darkness and when sorrows rose, 

And pressed on every side, 
The Lord hath still sustained our steps, 
And still hath been our Guide. 

3 Perhaps, before the morning dawn, 

He will restore our peace ; 
For he who bade the tempest roar 
Can bid the tempest cease. 

4 Here will we rest, here build our hopes. 

Nor murmur at his rod ; 
He *s more to us than all the world, 
Our Health, our Life, our God. 

52. L. M. 

Affliction comeih not forth of the Dust, 

1 Affuction's faded form draws nigh. 
With wrinkled brow and tearful eye; 
With sackcloth on her bosom spread, 
And ashes scattered o'er her head. 
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2 But deem her not a child of earth ; 
From heaven she draws her sacred hirth ; 
Beside the throne of God she stands, 
To execute his wise commands. 

3 The messenger of grace, she flies 

To train us for our sphere, the skies ; 
And onward as we move, the way 
Becomes more smooth, more bright the day. 

4 Her weeds to robes of glory turn, 
Her looks with kindling radiance bum, 
And from her lips these accents steal — 
God smites to bless, he wounds to heal. 

53. s. M. 

Glories of Heaven. 

1 Fae from these scenes of night 
Unbounded glories rise, 

And realms of infinite delight. 
Unknown to mortal eyes. 

2 There sickness never comes ; 
There grief no more complains ; 

Health triumphs in immortal bloom, 
And purest pleasure reigns. 

3 No strife nor envy there 
The sons of peace molest ; 

But harmony and love sincere 
Fill every happy breast. 
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4 No cloud those regions know. 
Forever bright and fair ; 
For sin, the source of mortal woe, 
Can never enter there. 

54. L-M. Akowtmous. 

The World to come. 

1 Theke is a world we have not seen, 

That wasting time can ne'er destroy, 
Where mortal footstep hath not been, 
Nor ear hath caught its sounds of joy. 

2 It is all holy and serene, — 

The land of glory and repose ; 
And there, to dim the radiant scene, 
No tear of sorrow ever flows. 

3 It is not fanned by summer gale ; 

'T is not refreshed by vernal showers ; 
It never needs the moon-beam pale, 
For there are known no evening hours. 

4 No, — for this world is ever bright 

With a pure radiance all its own ; 
The streams of uncreated lighjt 
Flow round it from th' eternal Throne. 

6 There forms, unseen by mortal eye, 
Too glorious for our sight to bear, 
Are walking with their God on high, 
And waiting our arrival there. 
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55. L. M. BsAmD's Coll. 
Ood^s Care our Comfort. 

1 Oh ! sweet it is to know, to feel, 

In all our gloom, our wanderings here, 
No night of sorrow can conceal 

Man from thy notice, from thy care. 

2 When disciplined by long distress, 

And led through paths of fear and woe, 
Say, dost thou love thy children less ? 
No ! ever-gracious Father, no ! 

3 No distance can outreach thine eye, 

No night obscure thy endless day : 
Be this my comfort when I sigh. 
Be this my safeguard when I stray. 

56. CM. MoiraooMBBT. 
" Looking for another Country, that is an heavenly J* 

1 While through this changing world we 

From infancy to age, [roam, 

Heaven is the Christian pilgrim's home. 
His rest at every stage. 

2 Thither his raptured thought ascends, 

Eternal joys to share ; 
There his adoring spirit bends, 
While here he kneels in prayer. 

16* 
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3 O, Aere may we our treasure place. 

There let our hearts he found ; 
That still, where sin abounded, giaoe 
May more and more abound. 

4 Benoeforth cHir conversation be 

With Christ before the throne ; 
Sre long^, we eye to eye shall see, 
And know as we are known. 

57. C. M. H.BAXXOV. 

1 Behold, on Zion's heayenly shinne, 

A pure and countless band. 
Whose conflicts and whose toils are e'er. 
In glorious order stand. 

2 From earth's remotest bounds they came. 

From tribulations great. 
And, through the rictories of the Liamb, 
Have reached the heavenly state. 

3 Hunger and thirst they know no more, 

From burning heats refreshed ; 
The Lamb shall feed them from his store. 
And give them endless rest. 

4 God all their tears shall wipe away, 

And they his wonders tell. 
While in his temple they shall stay. 
And God with them i^aU dwell. 
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58. 78. M. J. H. BiHoum. 

The CkrisHmU Burid. 

1 Bbotbbb, though from yonder sky 
Cometh neither voice nor cry, 
Yet we kftow for Aee to-day 
Erery pain hath passed away. 

2 Not for thee shall tears be given, 
Child of God and heir of heaven ; 
For he gave thee sweet release ; 
Thine £e Christian's death xA ^peaee, 

3 Well we know thy living faith 
Had the power to conquer death ; 
As a living rose may bloom 

By the border of the tomb. 

4 While we weep as Jesus wept, 
Thou shalt sleep as Jesus slept : 
With thy Saviour thou shalt rest, 
Crowned, and glorified, and blest. 
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59. L. M. 

Blessings of Chanty, 

1 Blest is the man whose tender care 
Relieves the poor in their dislTess ; 
Whose pity wipes the widow's tear, 
Whose hand supports the fatheriesa. 
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2 His heart contrives for their relief 

More than his willing hand can do : 
He in the time of wasting grief 
Shall find the Lord has pity too. 

3 His soul shall live secure on earth, 

With secret blessings on his head, 
When drought, and pestilence, and dearth, 
Around him multiply their dead. 

4 Or, if he languish on his couch, 

God will pronounce his sins forgiven, 
Will save him with a healing touch. 
Or take his willing soul to heaven. 

60. c. M. 

Christian Philanthropy. 

1 Blest is the man whose tender heart 

Feels all another's pain, 
To whom the supplicating eye 
Was never raised in vain. 

2 He spreads his kind, supporting arms 

To every child of grief; 
His secret bounty largely flows, 
And brings unasked relief. 

3 To gentle offices of love 

l£s feet are never slow ; 
He views, through mercy's melting eye, 
A brother in his foe. 



CHARITABLE. 189 

4 To him protection shall be shown, 
And mercy from abore 
Descend on those who thus falfil 
The perfect law oi love. 

61. CM. Boiwf. 

Alms bestowed in view of GocPs Mercy. 

1 What shall we render, bounteous Lord, 

For all the grace we see ? 
Alas ! the goodness we can yield 
Extendeth not to thee. 

2 To tents of woe, to beds of pain, 

We cheerfully repair ; 
And, with the gift thy hand bestows, 
Relieve the mourner's care. 

3 The widow's heart shall sing for joy ; 

The orphan shall be glad ; 
The hungering soul with joy we *11 point 
To Christ, the living bread. 

62. G. M. DoDDWDca. 
Charity to the Distressed. 

1 Father of mercies ! send thy grace. 

All powerful, from above, 
To form in our obedient souls 
The image of thy love. 

2 O, may our sympathizing breasts 

That generous pleasure know, 
Kandly to share in others' joy. 
And weep for others' woe ! 
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3 When the poor, helpless sons of grief 

In low distress are laid, 
Soft be our hearts their pains to feel, 
And swift our hands to aid. 

4 So Jesus looked on dying man 

When throned above the skies ; 
And 'midst the blessedness of heaven, 
He felt compassion rise. 

6 On wings of love the Saviour flew 
To raise us from the ground ; 
And shed the riches of his blood, 
A balm for every wound. 

53, CM. LuTHKBAif Coll. 

Chonty* 

1 Go to the pillow of disease, 

Where night gives no repose, 
And on the cheek where sickness preys 
Bid health to plant the rose. 

2 Go where the friendless stranger lies ; 

To perish is his doom ; 
Snatch from the grave his closing eyes, 
And bring his blessing home. 

3 Thus what our Heavenly Father gave 

Shall we as freely give ; 
Thus copy him who lived to save. 
And died that we might live. 
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64. C. p. M. Blacxloct. 
Christian Beneficence* 

1 Hail, love divine ! joys ever new, 
While thy kind dictates we pursue, 

Our souls delighted share, 
Too high for sordid minds to know, 
Who on themselves alone bestow 

Their wishes and their care. 

2 By thee inspired, the generous breast, 
In blessing others only blest. 

With kindness large and free, 
Delights the widow's tears to stay, 
To teach the blind their smoothest way, 

And aid the feeble knee. 

3 O God, with sympathetic care. 

In others' joys and griefs to shate. 

Do thou our hearts incline ; 
Each low, each selfish wish control, 
Warm with benevolence the soul. 

And make us wholly thine. 

65. CM. W. Cboswell. 

Imitation of Christ^s Kindness. 

1 Lord, lead the way the Saviour went, 
By lane and cell obscure. 
And let our treasures still be spent, 
Like his, upon the poor. 
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2 Like him, through scenes of deep distress. 

Who bore the world's sad weight, 
We, in their gloomy loneliness. 
Would seek the desolate. 

3 For thou hast placed us side by side 

In this wide world of ill ; 
And that thy followers may be tried, 
The poor are with us still. 

4 Small are the offerings we can make ; 

Yet thou hast taught us, Lord, 
If given for the Saviour's sake. 
They lose not their reward. 

66. CM. Pbjlbodt. 

Fbr a Charitable Occasion. 

1 Who is thy neighbor? — he whom thou 

Hast power to aid or bless ; 
Whose aching heart or burning brow 
Thy soothing hand may press. 

2 Thy neighbor? — 'tis the fainting poor. 

Whose eye with want is dim ; 
O enter thou his humble door, 
With aid and peace for him. 

3 T hy neighbor ? — he who drinks the cup 

When sorrow drowns the brim ; 
With words of high sustaining hope. 
Go thou and comfort him. 
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, 4 Thy neighbor?— 'tis the weary slave, 
Fettered in mind and limb ; 
He hath no hope this side the grave ; 
Go thou, and ransom him. 

5 Thy neighbor ? — pass no mourner by ; 
Perhaps thou canst redeem 
A breaking heart from misery ; 
Go, share thy lot With him. 

67. L- M. PiATi's Coll. 

The Same, 

1 Help us, Lord ! thy yoke to wear, 

Delighting in thy perfect will ; 

Each other's burdens learn to bear, 

And thus thy law of love fulfil. 

2 Who sparingly his seed bestows. 

He sparingly shall also reap ; 
But whoso plentifully sows, 
The plenteous sheaves his hand shall heap. 

3 Teach us, with glad and cheerful hearts. 

As thou hast blessed our various store. 
From our abundance to impart 
A liberal portion to the poor. 

4 To thee our all devoted be, 

In whom we breathe, and move, and live : 
Freely we have received from thee*; 
Freely may we rejoice to give. 
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gg. 78. & 6s. M. J. G. Admms. 

The Same. 

1 How blest, amid all blessing 

This changing world bestows, 
That soul in truth possessing 

Pity for others' woes ; 
Ready to move and lighten 

The load affliction bears — 
Want's face with joy to brighten, 

In deed, as with its prayers. 

2 Thus Christ, the Friend and Servant 

Of man, depressed and poor — 
With ready soul and fervent — 

With patience to endure — 
Lived, labored without measure, 

In mercy's holy name, 
God's will his highest pleasure, 

Our good his only fame. 

3 And those who in his spirit 

Would seek to live and move, 
His virtue must inherit. 

And labor in his love ; 
Labor where poor, forsaken. 

And lowly sufferers lie ; 
In faith and hope unshaken ; 

Celestial ministry ! 
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God of all times and stations ! 

Teach us this lesson true, — 
Proclaim it to all nations 

In life and power anew, — 
That high above all praises — 

All prayers — is that unfeigned, 
Glad offering Mercy raises, 

By living deeds sustained ! 



COMMUNION. 

69. S. M. DODDBIDCH. 

Invitation to the Tabk, 

1 Oun heavenly Father calls. 
And Christ invites us near ; 

With both our friendship shall be sweet, 
And our communion dear. 

2 God pities all our griefs ; 
He pardons every day ; 

Almighty to protect our souls, 
And wise to guide our way. 

3 Jesus, our living Head, 
We bless thy faithful care ; 

Our Advocate before the throne, 
And our Forerunner there ! 

4 Here fix my roving heart ! 
Here wait my warmest love ! 

Till the communion be complete 
In nobler scenes above. 
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70. L. M. Wa*». 

" This do in Remembrance of Me.*' 

1 Eat, drink, in memory of your friend : 

Such was our Master's last request, 
Who all the pangs of death endured, 
That we might live forever hlest. 

2 Yes, we '11 record thy matchless love. 

Thou kindest, tenderest, hest of friends : 
Thy dying love the noblest praise 
Our hearts can offer thee transcends. 

3 'T is pleasure more than earth can give 

Thy goodness through these veils to see ; 
Thy table food celestial yields, 
And happy they who sit with thee. 

71, 0. M. 

Communion JBymn, 

1 O God, accept the sacred hour 

Which we to thee have given, 
And let this hallowed scene have pow^T 
To raise our souls to heaven. 

2 Still let us hold, till life departs. 

The precepts of thy Son, 
Nor let our thoughtless, thankless heviX^ 
Forget what he has done. 

3 His true disciples may we live, 

From all corruption free, 
And humbly learn like him to give 
Our powers, our wills, to thee. 
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4 And oft along life's dangerous way, 
To smooth OUT passage through, 
Wilt thou, on this thy holy day, 
For us this scene renew. 

72. L. M. 

Not ashamed of Christ Crucified. 

1 At thy command, our dearest Lord, 

Here we attend thy dying feast ; 
Thy blood, like wine, adorns thy board, 
And thine own flesh feeds every guest. 

2 Our faith adores thy bleeding love, 

And trusts for life in One who died ; 
We hope for heavenly crowns above, 
From a Redeemer crucified. 

3 Let the vain world pronounce it shame. 

And heap their scandals on the cause ; 
We come to boast our Saviour's name, 
And make our triumphs in his cross. 

4 With joy we tell the scoffing age. 

He that was dead has left his tomb ; 
He lives above their utmost rage. 
And we are waiting till he come. 

17* 
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1 Fbox the table now rednng. 

Which for ns the Lord hath spimd. 
May oar souls^ lefieshment finding. 
Grow in all things like our Head. 

2 His exunple % beholding, 

Maj our lives his image bear ; 
Hkn our Lord and Master calling. 
His commands may we leTeie. 

3 L»ve to God and man displaying. 

Walking steadfast in his way, 
Joy attend ns in believing ; 

I^aoe ftom God, thioagh endless day. 

74. C. M. Airoimious. 

Ckrisfs Law of Laee. 

1 Yb followers of the Prince of peace. 

Who roand his taUe draw, 
Remember what his spirit was, 
What his peculiar law. 

2 The love which, all his bosom filled 

Did all his actions guide ; 
Inspired by love, he lived and taught ; 
Cispiied by love, he died. 

3 And do you love him ? do you feel 

Your warm afiection move ? 
This is the proof which he demands,-— 
That you each other love. 
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7 J. C. M. Pratt's Coi*. 

B^^e Cmnmumon. 

1 Pbepabb us, Lord, to view thy cross, 

Who all oup griefs hast borne ; 
To look on thee, whom we have pierced, — 
To look on thee, and mourn. 

2 While thus we mourn, we would rejoice ; 

And, as thy cross we see. 
Let each exclaim, in faith and hope, 
" The Saviour died for me ! " 

76. CM. E. Taylor. 

Proper Dispositions for the Communion. 

1 O HERE, if ever, God of love ! 

Let strife and hatred cease ; 
And every thought harmonious move, 
And every heart be peace. 

2 Not here, where met to think on him» 

Whose latest thoughts were ours. 
Shall mortal passions come to dim 
The prayer devotion pours. 

3 No, gracious Master, not in vain 

Thy life of love hath been ; 
The peace thou gav'st may yet reoMtin, 
Though thou no more art seen. 

4 " Thy kingdom come ; " we watch, we wait, 

To hear thy cheering call ; 
When heaveo; shall ope its glorioua gate, 
And God be all in all. 
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77, 7s. M. Bowtaam: 

A Communion Symn. 

1 Not with terror do we meet 

At the board by Jesus spread ; 
Not in myslery drink and eat 
Of the Sayiour's wine and bread. 

2 T is his memory we record, 

*T is his virtues we proclaim ; 
Grateful to our honored Lord, 
Here we bless his sacred name. 

3 Yes, we will remember thee, 

Friend and Saviour ; and thy feast 
Of all services shall be 
Holiest and welcomest 

78. S. M. FUBOTSS. 

The Same. 

1 Here, in the broken bread, 
Here, in the cup we take, 

His body and his blood behold. 
Who suffered for our sake. 

2 O Thou, who didst allow 
Thy Son to suffer thus, 

Father, what more couldst thou have done 
Than thou hast done for us ? 

3 We are persuaded now 
That nothing can divide 

Thy children from thy boundless love, 
Displayed in him who died ; — 



4 Who died to make us sure 
Of mercy, truth and peace. 
And from the power and paina of sia 
To bring a full release. 

79. S. M. PiaiWM St. OoU.. 

The Saciaur Commemorattd. 

1 Jesus, the Fiiend of man. 
Invites us to his board : 

The welcome summons we obey. 
And own out gracious Lord. 

2 Here we survey that love 
Which apolfe in every breath; 

Which cTowaed each action of hia li&t 
And triumphed in hia death, 

3 Then let our powers unite, 
His sacred name to raise ; 

Let grateful joy fill every mind, 
And every voice be praise. 



4 And while we share the gifts 
Which from his gospel flow, 
"* r our hearts to all manlnnd 
[L warm afiection glow ! 



0, may oi 
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MISCELLAXEOXTS HTMNS. 

80. c. M. 

" Abda, Father." 

1 SvTKKEKS of all the worlds oq high, 

O hear our hmnfale chum ; 
Nor, while we own oor namenHis sins, 
Diadam a Father's name ! 

2 Oor Fadier, God ! how sweet the sound ! 

How tender, and how dear ! 
Not all the harmony of hearen 
Gould so delight the ear. 

3 Gome, sacred Spirit, seal the name 

On our expanding heart ; 
And show that in Jehovah's giaoe 
We share a filial part 

4 Gheered by a signal so divine, 

Unwavering we believe ; 
And "Abba, Father," humbly cry; 
Nor can the sign deceive. 

31. L. M. MoHTeOMIXT. 

The Christian Warrior. 

1 Thb Christian warrior, see him stand 
In the whole armor of his God; 
The Spirit's sword is in his hand ; 
His feet are with the gospel shod. 
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S In panoply of truth complete, 

Salvation's helmet on his head, 

' With righteousness, a breastplate meet, 
And faith's broad shield before him spread. 

3 With this, omnipotence he moves ; 

From this the alien armies flee ; 
Till more than conqueror he proves, 
Through Christ, who gives him victory. 

4 Thus strong in his Redeemer's strength. 

Sin, death, and hell he tramples down, — 
Fights the good flght ; and takes at length, 
Through mercy, an immortal crown. 

82. L- M. DODDBID&I. 

77ie Christian Race. 

1 Awake, my soul ! stretch every nerve, 

And press with vigor on ; 
A heavenly race demands thy zeal. 
And an immortal crown. 

2 A cloud of witnesses around 

Hold thee in full survey : 
Forget the steps already trod. 
And onward urge thy way. 

3 'T is God's all-animating voice 

That calls thee from on high ; 
'T is his own hand presents Uie prize 
To thine aspiring eye ; — 
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4 That prize, wiUi peerless glories bright. 
Which shall new lustre boast, 
When Tictors* wreaths and monarchs' gems 
Shall blend in common dust. 

83, CM. NmCDtfAif. 

Ttof of God. 

1 Happy, beyond description, he 

Who fears the Lord his Gk>d ; 
Who hears his threats with holy awe, . 
And trembles at his rod. 

2 Fear, sacred passion, ever dwells 

With its fair partner, love ; 
Blending their beauties, both proclaim 
Their source is from above. 

3 Let terrors fright th' unwilling slave, — 

The child with joy appears ; 
Cheerful he does his Father's will. 
And loves as much as fears. 

4 Let fear and love, most holy God, 

Possess this soul of mine ; 
Then shall I worship thee aright, 
And taste thy joys divine. 
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84. 7s. ^ ^S, M. MoJfTOOMEBT. 

Confidence m Ood. 

1 God is my strong salvation ; 

What foe have I to fear ? 
In darkness and temptation 

My Lights my Help, is near. 
Though hosts encamp around me. 

Firm to the fight I stand ; 
What terror can confound me 

With God at my right hajod 9 

2 Place on the Liord reliance ; 

My soul, with courage wait ; 
His truth be thine affiance, 

W^hen faint and desolate ', 
His might thine heart shall strengthen ; 

His love thy joy increase ; 
Mercy thy days shall lengthen ; 

The Lord will give thee peace. 

85. H. M. MOITTIMMW. 

Brotherly Love. 

1 How beautiful the sight 

Of brethren who agree 
In friendship to unite, 

And bonds of charity ! 
'T is like the precious ointment shed 
O'er all his robe& from Aaron^a headl 
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2 'Tis like the dews that fill 

The cups of Hermon*s flowers ; 
Or Zion's fruitful hill, 

Bright with the drops of showers ; 
When mingling odors breathe around, 
And glory rests on all the ground. 

3 For there the Lord commands 

Blessings, a boundless store, 
From his unsparing hands. 

Yea, life for evermore. 
Thrice happy they who meet above, 
To spend eternity in love ! 

86. L. M. Afohtmoxts. 

Uprightness and Justice. 

1 If high or low our station be, 

Of noble or ignoble name, — 
By uncorrupt integrity, 

Thy blessing, Lord, we humbly claim. 

2 The upright man no want shall fear ; 

Thy providence shall be his trust ; 
Thou wilt provide his portion here. 
Thou Friend and Guardian of the just. 

3 May we, with most sincere delight. 

To all, the test of duty pay ; 
Tender of every social right, 
Obedient to thy righteous sway. 
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87. 7s. & 6s. M. MowTooMi»r. 

Blessings of ChrisCs Kingdom, 

1 Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 

Great David's greater Son ! 
Hail ! in the time appointed 

His reign on earth begun ! 
He comes to break oppression^ 

To set the captive free, 
To take away transgression, 

And rule in equity. 

2 He shall descend like showers 

Upon the fruitful earth ; 
And love and joy, like flowers, 

Spring in his path to birth ; 
Before him, on the mountains. 

Shall peace, the herald, go ; 
And righteousness, in fountains. 

From hill to valley flow. 

3 For him shall prayer unceasing 

And daily vows ascend. 
His kingdom still increasing, — 

A kingdom without end : 
The tide of time shall never 

His covenant remove : 
His name shall stand forever ; — 

That name to us is love. 



\ 
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88. S. M. ^*TTS. 
Power of tke Gospd. 

1 Behold, the morning son 
Begins his glorious way ; 

His heams through all the nations run, 
And life and light convey. 

2 But where the gospel comes, 
It spreads diviner light ; 

It calls dead sinners from their tombs, 
And gives the blind their sight 

3 How perfect is thy word ! 
And all thy judgments just ! 

Forever sure thy promise. Lord, 
And we securely trust 

4 My gracious God, how plain 
Are thy directions given ! 

O, may we never read in vain. 
But find the path to heaven. 

89. C. M. MooM. 

" Ber smSf fohkh are nunufj are forgiven ; for she 

loved much." 

1 Were not the sinful Mary's tears 
An offering worthy heaven, 
When, o'er the faults of former years, 
She wept, and was forgiven ? 
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2 When, bringing every balmy sweet 

Her day of luxury stored, 
She o'er her Saviour's hallowed feet 
The precious ointment poured ; 

3 Were not those sweets so freely shed, 

That shame, those weeping eyes. 
And the sunk heart which inly bled, 
Heaven's noblest sacrifice ? 

4 Thou that hast slept in error's sleep, 

0, wouldst thou wake to heaven, 
Like Mary kneel, like Mary weep; 
" Love much," and be forgiven ! 

90. C. M. S. SiKBETBB. 

Blessings of the Gospel. 

1 What glorious tidings do I hear 

From my Redeemer's tongue ! 
I can no longer silence bear ; 
I 'U burst into a song : 

2 The blind receive their sight with joy ; 

The lame can walk abroad ; 
The dumb their loosened tongues employ ; 
The deaf can hear the word. 

3 The dead are raised to life anew 

By renovating grace ; 
The glorious gospel's preached to you, 
The poor of Adam's race. 
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4 O wondsoas type <^thm» diYUM, 
When Chiist disfrfays hia love^ 
To miae firom woe the siiddi^ laiod 
To xeign in realms aboTe ! 

91. 83. & 6s. M. W. B. TizTAV. 



1 Thbeb isanhtmrc^peaceMnal 

To moaming wanderers given ; 
There is a joy for souls distressed^ 
A faakn for every wounded l»east ; 

'T is found alone in heaven. 

2 There is a home for weary souls, 

By sins and sorrows driven, 
When tossed on life's tempestuous shoals. 
Where storms arise, and ocean rolls, 

And aU is drear — 't is heaven. 

3 There faith lifts up the tearless eye» 

The heart no longer riven, — 
And views the tempest passing by. 
Sees evening shadows quickly fly. 

And all serene in heaven. 

4 There fragrant flowers immortal blooai, 

And joys supreme are given ; 
There rays divine disperse the gloom; 
Beyond die dark and narrow toab 

Affgfs^xsi the dawn of heaven. 
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92. 78. M. 6 1. SnBiT or ras Psiin. 

GZory of the Church, 

1 On thy church, O Power Divine, 

Cause thy glorious face to shine ; 
Till the nations from afar 

Hail her as their guiding star ; 
Till her sons, from zone to zone, 

Make thy great salvation known. 

2 Then shall God, with lavish handy 

Scatter blessings o'er the land ; 
Earth shall yield her rich increase. 

Every breeze shall whisper peace, 
And the world's remotest bound 

With the voice of praise resound. 

93. S. M. Jmvu. 

CroePs Mercy to the Penitent. 

1 Sweet is the friendly voice 
Which speaks of life and peace ; 

Which bids the penitent rejoice, 
And sin and sorrow cease. 

2 No balm on earth like thisr 
Can cheer the contrite heart ; 

No flattering dreams of earthly Uisv 
Such pure delight impart. 

3 Still merciful and kind. 
Thy mercv, Lord, reveal : 

The broken heart thy love can bind. 
The wounded spirit heal. 
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4 Thy presence shall restore 
Peace to my anxioas breast : 
Lofd, let my steps be drawn no more 
From paths which thou hast blessed. 

94. C. M. Ahoktmoot. 

Secra Froftr. 

1 SwEBT is the prayer whose holy stream 

In earnest pleading flows ! 
Devotion dwells upon the theme, 
And warm, and warmer glows. 

2 Faith grasps the blessing she desires ; 

Hope points the upward gaze ; 
And love, celestial love inspires 
The eloquence of praise. 

3 But sweeter far the still, small voice, 

Unheard by human ear, 
When God has made the heart rejoice, 
And dried the bitter tear. 

4 No accents flow, no words ascend ; 

All utterance faileth there ; 
But Christian spirits comprehend, 
And God accepts the prayer. 
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9§. 7s. &63. M. Edih. Lit. BiTB 

Pray tcitkeia Ctastng. 

1 Go when the morning shineth, 

Go when the noon is bright. 
Go when the eve declineth, 

Go in the hush of night ; 
Go with pure mind and feeling, 

Cast earthly thought away, 
And, in thy closet kneeling, 
. Do thou in secret piay. 

2 Remember all who lore thee. 

All who are loved by thee ; 
Fray, too, for those who hate thee, 

If any such there he ; 
Then for thyself, in meekness, 

A blessing humbly claim, 
And blend with each petition 

Thy great Redeemer's name. 

3 Or, if 't is e'er denied thee 

In solitude to pray. 
Should holy thoughts come o'er diee 

When fnends are round thy way, 
E'en then the silent breathing, 

Thy spirit raised above, 
Will reach his throne of glory, 

Where dwells eternal love. 
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4 O, not a joy or blessing 

With this can we compare, — 
The grace our Father gave us 

To pour our souls in prayer : 
Whene'er thou pin'st in sadness. 

Before his footstool faU ; 
Hemember, in thy gladness, 

His love who gave thee all. 

96. C. M. COWPEK. 

Walking with God. 

1 O FOR a closer walk with God ! 

A calm and heavenly frame ! 
A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb ! 

2 What peaceful hours I once enjoyed ! 

How sweet their memory still ! 
But now I find an aching void 
The world can never fill. 

3 Return, O holy Dove, return, 

Sweet messenger of rest ; 
I hate the sins that made thee mourn, 
And drove thee from my breast. 

4 The dearest idol I have known, ^ 

Whatever that idol be, ^ 

Help me to tear it from thy throne. 
And worship only thee. 
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97» 3s. & 7s. M. L. H. SlCK>VKllBT. 

Death of a Minister, 

1 Pastor, thou art from us taken 

In the glory of thy years, 
As the oak, by tempests shaken, 
Falls ere time its verdure sears. 

2 Pale and cold we see thee lying 

In God's temple, once so dear; 
And the mourner's bitter sighing 
Falls unheeded on thine ear. 

3 All thy love and zeal, to lead us 

Where immortal fountains flow. 
And on living bread to feed us, 
In our fond remembrance glow. 

4 May the conquering faith that cheered thee, 

When thy foot; on Jordan pressed, 
Guide our spirits while we leave thee 
In the tomb that Jesus blessed. 

98. CM. Doddridge. 

Jesus precious to them that believe. 

1 Jesus, I love thy charming name ; 

'T is music to my ear ; 
Fain would I sound it out so loud 
That earth and heaven might hear. 

2 Whate'er my noblest powers can wish 

In thee doth richly meet ; 
No light unto my eyes so dear, 
No friendship half so sweet. 
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3 Tliy gmoe ainJl dweO upon my beaxl. 

And ^led its fragnnce there, — 
Hie Doblest balm of all its wounds, 
Tlie cordial of its care. 

4 I'll speak tlie honois of thy name 

With my expiring breath, 
And, dying, clasp thee in my anna. 
The antidote of death. 

t|t|^ L. M. AjmtMom. 

1 These is a land mine eye hath seen, 

In visions of eniaptared thought. 
So bright that all which spreads betwe^ 
b with its ladiant glory firainght ; — 

2 A land upon whose Idissfiil shore 

There rests no ^ladow, falls no stain ; 
There those who meet shall part no more. 
And those long parted meet again. 

3 Its skies are not like earthly skies, 

With varying hues of shade and light; 
It hath no need of suns to rise, 
To dissipate the gloom of night. 

4 There sweeps no desolating wind 

Across that calm, serene abode ; 
The wanderer there a home may find 
Within the paradise of God* 
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